
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

1 February 2018 

 

St Mary’s School 
NEWSLETTER 

Vision Statement 
St Mary’s School provides an education that 

endeavours to equip each child with the Christian 
values and life skills necessary to meet the challenges 

of a changing world. 

 

From the Principal… 

 

 

PO Box 138 

Northampton 6535 

Phone: 08 9934 1112 

Fax 08 9934 1115 

Email: admin@smsn.wa.edu.au  

Website: www.smsn.wa.edu.au  

 

Dates to  
Remember 

 

WEEK TWO 
Wed 7 Feb Beginning of the Year 

School Mass – Launch of 
150 Year Celebrations & 

Cake 9am 

Thurs 8 Feb Swimming Lessons 

Sun 11 Feb World Day of the Sick 
 

WEEK THREE 
Mon 12 Feb Brookview Bookworms Yr 6 

Tues 13 Feb Shrove (Pancake) Tuesday 
 Parent/Teacher Meetings & 

AGM 

Wed 14 Feb Ash Wednesday Mass 

Thurs 15 Feb Swimming Lessons 
 School Newsletter 

Fri 16 Feb School Photos 

Sun 18 Feb First Sunday of Lent 

 

WEEK FOUR 
Tues 20 Feb Yr 5/6 Leadership Day – 

Geraldton Camp School 

Thurs 22 Feb Swimming Lessons 
Fri 23 Feb Assembly @ 2.45pm 

Sun 25 Feb Second Sunday of Lent 

 

WEEK FIVE 
Mon 26 Feb PUPIL FREE DAY – 

STAFF PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT DAY 

 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians 
 

Welcome back to St Mary’s School and to the 2018 school year which promises to be 
full of excitement and commemoration as we celebrate our 150 year anniversary.  I 

hope that all families had a holiday filled with relaxation, time with family and 
friends, and an opportunity to recharge the batteries. 
 

Yesterday, we welcomed the following new students and their families to St Mary’s 

School: 
Kindy:  Harry, Patrick, D’Mara, Lleyton, Hattie, Layla, Mardi and Isla 

The first day of Kindy is always very exciting for the students, and the parents! 
 

On behalf of the school community, I’d also like to congratulate Ben, Angela, Isla and 
Harry on the new addition to their family, Max Benjamin.  Max arrived safely on 12 
January.  We look forward to meeting Max, your precious bundle of joy.   

 
During the holidays, we have had some Specialist Teacher staff changes.  Please see 
page two for further details. 

 
As previously mentioned, this year, St Mary’s School celebrates a very significant 

milestone, 150 years of Catholic education in Northampton.  It will be a year of 
special events and celebrations.  Part of the celebrations include burying a time 
capsule.  One of the items we’d like to include in the time capsule is a whole school 

photo.  To allow this to happen, our school photos have been booked for Friday 16 

February.  Please see page two for further details. 

 
Sunday 11 February is World Day of the Sick.  Pope Francis calls us to not only pray 
for the individuals who are ill, but also the family members who care for their loved 

ones, and the health providers who share in this vocation.  The prayers on the next 
page have been adapted by Bishop Michael from the Pope’s message.  For everyone in 
the St Mary’s School community who is touched by illness, our prayers are offered 

with love, care and strength. 
 

Yours sincerely   
Mrs Melissa Marquis  
PRINCIPAL  



 

 

PRAYER 

WORLD DAY OF THE SICK 

 

We pray for all who work in health care.  May they put the human person at the centre of the healing process, while carrying out 

scientific research with full respect for life and Christian moral values. 

Lord hear us. 

 

We pray for all who suffer from ill health.  May they know they are cared for and never be excluded from adequate health care.  

Lord hear us. 

 

We pray for families who care for their children, parents and relatives.  May they be acknowledged and supported by suitable 

policies within our society.  

Lord hear us. 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
2 Jan  Lola Maver 

2 Jan  Evie Maver 

4 Jan  Isla Warr 

22 Jan  Mrs Smith 

 

STAFF CHANGES 

Over the holidays, there were some unforeseen staffing changes relating to Specialist Teachers.  Due to family reasons, Mrs 

Susanne Warr will be on leave for 2018.  Mrs Bridie Teakle has been employed to work one day a week as a Specialist Teacher for 

the Health and Physical Education learning areas.  Mrs Teakle will work on Tuesdays, taking students in Years One to Six for one 

Health and one Physical Education lesson.  These two learning areas are Mrs Teakle’s areas of study specialisation and teaching 

experience.  St Mary’s School is very lucky to have Mrs Teakle as a staff member and we extend a very warm welcome.  An 

overview of the Specialist Teachers for St Mary’s School in 2018 is below: 

 

Miss Katie Dawson Tuesdays Science and Dance 

Mrs Bridie Teakle Tuesdays Health and Physical Education 

 

2018 P&F FUNDRAISER  
On Sunday 7 January, the St Mary's School P&F held a fundraiser in Horrocks, catering at the Horrocks Community Centre.  The 

night went off without a hitch, raising approximately $1 700.  The night would not have been such a success without the help of 

many people.  We send a big thank you out to: 

 Sonia - overall organisation and co-ordination 

 Carisa, Craig, Wes, Lauren, Gemma M, Naomi, Megan, Anthony, Belinda, Corinna, Karen B - helping in the kitchen on 

the night 

 Chicky & Robert - deboning and cutting up of meat 

 Craig, Carisa, Wes, Sonia, Simpson Family - donating meat 

 Karen D & Margy - ordering of food 

 Ross D - conducting a chip run 

 Horrocks Community Centre - providing the opportunity to host the night 

 Horrocks Locals & Visitors - supporting the event 

Thank you!  All funds raised will assist with the Year 5/6 Camp in October. 

 

2018 SCHOOL PHOTOS 
The School Photos will be taken in Week Three, Friday 16 February.  The reason for the early date is to have a whole school photo 

in preparation for our 150 year anniversary celebrations.  Photo envelopes have been sent home today.   

 

TERM ONE PLANNER 
Please see page seven for a copy of the Term One Planner.  Please note that Easter falls within Term One.   

 

SCHOOL BOARD NOMINATIONS 2018 

This year, there will be three vacancies on the St Mary’s School Board.  Nominations are being accepted now.  The School Board 

meets once a month and assists with the financial and strategic direction of the school.  Previous experience and or expertise is not 

an essential requirement.  Please do not hesitate to see Mrs Melissa Marquis or a current School Board member if you have any 

further questions. 

 



 

 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
On Monday and Tuesday of this week, the staff collaborated on a range of topics in preparation for the 2018 school year.  The 

2018 Annual School Improvement Plan, Code of Conduct and Behaviour Management were some of the items covered on 

Monday.  Tuesday was spent unpacking the Digital Technologies Curriculum with staff from Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Yuna 

Primary School and Chapman Valley Primary School.  Coding, algorithms, data representation, plugged and unplugged were 

some of the new vocabulary and learnings of the day. 

 

SWIMMING LESSONS  
Swimming lessons for children in Pre Primary to Year Six start next week, Thursday 8 February.  This year our lessons have a later 

starting time.  The children will be leaving school, by bus, at 9.45am sharp and will return to school at approximately 2.00pm.  As 

the lessons are on a Thursday, students are to wear their sports uniform on the Thursday instead of the Friday for Weeks Two to 

Five.  A note, including the permission slip and enrolment form was sent home yesterday.  If you have not completed and returned 

this form, please do so by Monday 5 February.  The children need to bring the following items on Swimming Lesson days:  

 

 wear the sports uniform 

 food for recess and lunch – no lunch orders on swimming lesson days 

 water to drink 

 hat (St Mary’s School hat only) 

 sun safe bathers or a rashie and boardies – girls to wear bathers under their sports uniform and boys to wear the boardies 

with the sports t-shirt 

 clean underwear 

 towel and plastic bag (for wet clothing) 

 

Please ensure all items are clearly marked with your child’s name.  Students are encouraged to wear sandals, not thongs, during 

swimming lessons to assist with ease of changing.  Lessons will take place on 8, 15, 22, 27 and 1 March.  The St Mary’s Faction 

Swimming Carnival will take place on Friday 16 March.  More information about this event will be in upcoming newsletters.  

 

LIBRARY  
Please see below for the Library Timetable for 2018:  

Kindy/Pre Primary – Monday 

Year 1/2 – Monday 

Year 3/4 – Tuesday 

Year 5/6 – Tuesday 

Students require a Library bag to borrow and all overdue books must be returned before students may borrow again.  

 

TERM ONE ASSEMBLIES  

This term, we will be having Assemblies in:  

 Week Four - Friday 23 February at 2.45pm  

 Week Six - Friday 9 March at 2.45pm  

 Week Eight - Friday 23 March at 2.45pm  

If your child is receiving a Merit Certificate, you will be advised via a note, an email or a phone call. 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) for the School Board and P&F will be on Tuesday 13 February, at 5.50pm.  This meeting 

will take place on the same night as the Parent/Teacher Meetings.  The agenda for the AGM will sent home in the near future.  

There are three vacancies on the School Board and nominations are being sought for these positions.  If you are interested in being 

on the School Board, please complete and return the soon to be provided nomination form.  If you have any further questions 

about the School Board and what it entails, please see one of the current School Board members or Mrs Melissa Marquis.  The 

P&F Executive will also be confirmed.  Please consider if you are able to assist in this very important aspect of fundraising and 

community building.  

 

PARENT/TEACHER MEETINGS  

The annual Parent/Teacher Meetings are held on the same evening as the AGM.  The format for the evening will be:  

5.30pm Kindy/Pre Primary and Year 3/4 Class Meetings  

5.50pm AGM (Year 5/6 Classroom)  

6.20pm Year 1/2 and Year 5/6 Class Meetings  

6.40pm Dinner  

We request that at least one parent/guardian attends these meetings to ensure that families are informed of the beliefs, practices 

and expectations pertaining to your son/daughter’s schooling for 2018.  Please come along, attend the meetings, have dinner and 

enjoy this community get together.  Looking forward to catching up with you all. 



 

 

REGIONAL COMMISSIONING MASS  
On Friday 9 February, staff from all Catholic schools in the Geraldton region will come together for the Regional Commissioning 

Mass.  At the Mass, Bishop Michael will bless all of the staff in the region as they undertake their calling to educate the children in 

their care.  As the Mass is at St Francis Xavier Cathedral in Geraldton, commencing at 4.30pm, it is requested that appointments 

are not made with the staff on this day to allow sufficient travel time.  Thank you, in anticipation, for your co- operation with this 

matter.  

 

2018 SCHOOL FEES  

Please be advised that Term One Fees will be issued within the next two weeks and will be sent home with your eldest child.  As 

advised, the swimming fees are now incorporated into this statement.  If you have a current Health Care Card, new or continuing, 

please present it to the Office before 5 February to enable your discount.  If you wish to discuss a payment plan, please see Melissa 

Marquis at your earliest convenience. 

 

 
 



 

 

PARISH NEWS 
 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year B 
We sometimes come to Mass poor, sick, and troubled, much like the people who crowd around the door of Jesus in today’s 
Gospel. In this Mass let us express our needs to Jesus. Let us ask him to take us by the hand and help us as he helped Simon’s 
mother-in-law. Then, with our spirits uplifted, we will go out from Mass with a renewed desire to share God’s love with others. 
 
School Mass:The first School Mass of the year will be celebrated here at St Mary’s on Wednesday February 7 th at 9am.  All 
welcome. 
Morning Tea will be held next Sunday, after Mass in the Nagel Centre. Ladies please bring a plate. 
Advance notice: St Mary’s Parish Council will hold the first monthly meeting of the year on Friday, February 16th at 5pm in the 
Nagle Centre. We are looking for some new faces on the Council. If you are interested in the continued running and upkeep of 
your Parish community, you are most welcome to attend our monthly meeting, usually on the 3rd Friday of the month. The 
meeting usually runs for approximately 1hour. Your support would be greatly appreciated by all current members most of whom 
have been on the Council for over 15 years. Please give it some serious thought.  
Our Sick; Pray for Marlene Bridgeman, Col Constantine, Lillian Kingdon, Trish Casey, Jean Williams, Paul Leeson, Owen 
Mulgrew, Jo Mattens, Maud Brown, Betty Thompson, Gloria Simpson, Cliff Dyer, Jim Thompson, Norma Murray, Ron 
Johnstone, Sue Gravranish, Hazel Bunter, Ron Smith, and all the residents of Brookview. 
Camino San Francisco Walk: In the spirit of St Francis of Assisi, the Catholic Diocese of Geraldton is hosting a 2 day, 60km 
guided walk, taking in the beautiful landscape of Northampton and the Chapman Valley and visiting architecture of Monsignor 
John Cyril Hawes. Gathering in Northampton on the evening of Friday, 6 April, the walk will finish on Sunday 8 April in 
Geraldton. Coach transfer and support, food and basic accommodation provided. Indicative cost; $250. To help determine if 
there will be enough people to organize a Camino, we are seeking expression of interest from possible participants. Please 
send your expression of interest to heritage@diocese-geraldton.org.  
SAVE THE DATE: St Mary’s School Northampton, 150th year celebration- All Past Students, Families and Staff are 
cordially invited to the celebrations which will be held on 13th & 14th April 2018. The School is currently collecting a variety of 
memorabilia and if you have any special items or photos you think would be of interest, please contact the school.  RSVP: 
Email: hasleby.maree@cathednet.wa.edu.au  Phone; 9934 1112. 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

CRUNCH AND SIP 
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DID YOU KNOW?  
Installing a water wise rain 
sensor unit prevents your 

automatic reticulation system 
from watering unnecessarily 
either during or soon after 

rain. 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


