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St Mary’s School
NEWSLETTER
Vision Statement

St Mary’s School provides an education that
endeavours to equip each child with the Christian
values and life skills necessary to meet the challenges
of a changing world.

Dates to
Remember

From the Principal…

Dear Parents and Guardians

In the Religious Education Units of Work, the students are continually provided with
opportunities to express wonder and awe at God and the creation which he has made for
us to use and enjoy. The strength and force of God’s creation was on full display on the
Sunday of the recent long weekend when a freak storm/tornado came through
Northampton. The school sustained damage to four of the six shade sails, two external
skylights and numerous trees, including one large tree which fell on the playground causing
damage to reticulation, pavers and fencing. The ‘Principal’s House’ also incurred a lot of
exterior and interior roof damage.
The staff and students have displayed a lot of patience, one of the Fruit of the Spirit, over
the last week and a half as the storm clean up has taken place. The oval and rear
playgrounds have been out of bounds because of the dangerous hanging branches, so
playtime has been spent in classrooms, in the Undercover Area and in the front K/PP
Playground. It is wonderful to see that the students have accepted these changes and made
the most of the situation. To the staff, thank you for adapting your various outdoors
lessons and supervising playtimes in challenging circumstances.
I would also like to extend a very big thank you to Shane and Stewart, our two grounds
men, as they worked tirelessly to remove branches from the school, Church and Old
Convent grounds, and fix the reticulation so that our lawn can be watered. Your
willingness to work over and above to get the job done is so very much appreciated.
Whilst damaged structures and fallen trees etc can cause frustration in regards to clean up,
insurance and repairs, the most important point to remember is that no one was hurt,
something we do need to be thankful for. May we count our blessings in times of
challenge, mystery and wonderment.
One final thank you goes to Nikky, Patrick’s mum, for coming in and testing the soil of our
vegie patches. We really appreciate your assistance in this area to ensure that our soon to
be planted vegies and herbs can thrive.
Yours sincerely
Mrs Melissa Marquis
PRINCIPAL

WEEK SEVEN
Fri 16 Mar
Sat 17 Mar
Sun 18 Mar
WEEK EIGHT
Mon 19 Mar
Wed 21 Mar
Fri 23 Mar

Sun 25 Mar
WEEK NINE
Mon 26 Mar
Thurs 29 Mar
Fri 30 Mar
Sun 1 Apr
WEEK TEN
Mon 2 Apr
Tues 3 Apr

Faction Swimming Carnival
St Patrick’s Day
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Yr 5 Brookview Bookworms
Harmony Day
P&F Meeting 1.30pm
Open Classrooms 2.15pm
(Mathematics)
Assembly 2.45pm
Palm Sunday
Yr 4 Brookview Bookworms
Holy Thursday
Stations of the Cross 9am
School Newsletter
PUBLIC HOLIDAY –
GOOD FRIDAY
EASTER SUNDAY
PUBLIC HOLIDAY –
EASTER MONDAY
CEWA SCHOOL
HOLIDAY – EASTER
TUESDAY
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PRAYER
AN OLD AND ANCIENT IRISH BLESSING FOR ST PATRICK’S DAY.
May the road rise up to meet you,
May the wind be always at your back,
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
And the rain fall soft upon your fields,
And until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of his hand.
BIRTHDAYS
27 Mar
27 Mar
4 Apr

William Scaddan
Digby Williams
Ace Maver

ST MARY’S SCHOOL FACTION SWIMMING CARNIVAL - TOMORROW
Tomorrow, Friday 16 March, the students in Pre Primary to Year Six will travel by bus to our Faction Swimming Carnival at the
Aquarena in Geraldton. Mrs Lucas will be at school to facilitate lessons for Kindy students.
Please ensure that the students have:
 a packed recess and lunch
 a water bottle
 sun smart bathers
 a towel
 a plastic bag
 St Mary’s School Hat
 their faction t-shirt on
 sandals or joggers on their feet – no thongs
Students will not be permitted to go to the Canteen. At the conclusion of the Carnival, students will return to their classroom
teachers for dismissal to parents/guardians. This way the school can account for the whereabouts of all children.
Please find attached the program for the day. Please bring this along with you to the pool. Thank you to the parents who have
volunteered to be helpers on the day, the job list is attached. However, we still have a few positions to fill. If you can help out
please see Miss Daniela Miotti when you arrive at the pool. We are very much looking forward to a great day, competing with
Binnu Primary School.
HARMONY DAY
A few reminders from the note that was sent home recently in regards to our upcoming Harmony Day:
 Wednesday 21 March
 Students wear national/traditional dress from another country OR orange free dress
 Request for items used in other countries to be sent in
 Class based activities
We are very much looking forward to celebrating the multicultural community and country that we live in.
TERM ONE ASSEMBLIES
This term, our final Assembly is in:
 Week Eight - Friday 23 March at 2.45pm
If your child is receiving a Merit Certificate, you will be advised via a note, an email or a phone call.
OPEN CLASSROOMS
Last week, we held our first ‘Open Classrooms’. It was very well supported by parents and extended family members. Our second
‘Open Classrooms’ will take place next week between 2.15pm and 2.45pm on Friday 23 March. Mathematics will be the focus of
your visits. If you are unable to make this time slot, please see your child’s classroom teacher to arrange a time before or after
school.
TERM ONE SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS
The date for the next School Board Meetings is:
 Wednesday 11 April at 6.00pm
P&F MEETING
The next P&F Meeting is scheduled for Friday 23 March at 1.30pm in the Flexi Learning Classroom. Everyone is welcome!

SPORTS UNIFORM
Now that Swimming Lessons are completed, a reminder that students from Years One to Six need to wear their Sports Uniform on
Tuesdays and Fridays.
2018 FOOTY TIPPING
Don’t forget to register for your P&F Footy Tipping. A note has been sent home, but if you need another copy, please see the
School Office. All funds raised go to help with the 2018 Year 5/6 Camp. Please email stmarysfootytipping@hotmail.com or
contact the School Office if you need help with registration and setup.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
On Thursday 29 March, the Year 5/6 Class will present the Stations of the Cross at 9.00am in the Church. This will provide an
opportunity to reflect on the season of Lent and prepare for Holy Week, which commences with Palm Sunday on Sunday 25
March. All parents, families and communities are invited to attend.
BUSY BEE
We are holding a Busy Bee on Saturday 7 April, commencing at 9.00am, to help ensure that our school and Church are ready for
our 150 Year Celebrations. To date we have two definite helpers and one maybe. We would really appreciate all the help that we
can get. Please let the Office know if you are able to assist. Thank you, in anticipation.
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES – WORDS OF THE FORTNIGHT

Software - Any set of machine-readable
instructions that directs a computer's processor to
perform specific operations. For example, apps,
Word, PowerPoint, computer games.

Digital System - Digital hardware and software
components (internal and external) used to
transform data into digital solutions. When
digital systems are connected they form a
network.

PROJECT COMPASSION – FOR A JUST FUTURE

PROJECT COMPASSION
Fourth Week of Lent
Evangeline is strengthening Aboriginal culture while making a living
and creating opportunities for her community. Featured in Project
Compassion during 2016, Evangeline went from seeking employment
to being a Senior Artsworker and an inspirational leader for youth. Her
work at the non-profit Djilpin Arts Aboriginal Corporation has supported
the organisation’s growth and it is now a major employer for young
people in the remote Northern Territory community.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2018 and help provide
employment and training for First Australians, allowing them to
remain on country and keep their culture alive, essential for a just
future.
A Just Future starts with your support! You can donate through Project Compassion
boxes/envelopes, visit www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phone 1800 024 413.

PARISH NEWS
Fifth Sunday of Lent – Year B
Jesus was greatly troubled as the hour of his suffering and death approached. He was tempted to ask the Father to save him
from this hour. But he knew that his death would be a source of new life for all. Today’s liturgy invites us to share in Jesus’
self-sacrificing love. For ourselves, as for Jesus, the grain of wheat must die in order to produce a rich harvest.
Project Compassion: In Nepal, a Caritas Australia supported program has helped Janaki turn her life of poverty and
disadvantage around. She is now running her own successful sewing business and has become a role model in her
community. Please donate to Project Compassion 2018 and empower vulnerable young people like Janaki in Nepal
to build a just future for themselves, their families and their communities. A Just Future starts with your support!
You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 1800
024 413.
Reconciliation, during Lent and in preparation for Easter, is available every Sunday 30 minutes before Mass.
Mass of the Holy Oils will be celebrated on Wednesday, March 21st at 5pm in the Cathedral.
The Parish Council Meeting will be held next Friday, March 23rd at 5pm in the Nagle Centre. We are seriously looking for
new Parish Council members and cordially invite you to attend this meeting and have input into the running and upkeep of
the YOUR PARISH..
The raffle, held at morning tea last Sunday, was won by Cathy Johnson. $26.00 was raised and will go towards the upkeep of
the Old Convent.
Busy Bee: St Mary’s School is having a Busy Bee to prepare the school & Church grounds for the 150 th Year Celebrations. It
will be held on Saturday 7th April at 9am.The work will include gardening, cleaning up, painting etc. Morning tea will be
suppled. Your assistance will be greatly appreciated.
Our Sick; Pray for Patricia Casey, Marlene Bridgeman, Col Constantine, Lillian Kingdon, Jean Williams, Paul Leeson, Owen
Mulgrew, Jo Mattens, Maud Brown, Betty Thompson, Gloria Simpson, Cliff Dyer, Jim Thompson, Norma Murray, Ron
Johnstone, Sue Gravranish, Hazel Bunter, Ron Smith, and all the residents of Brookview.

ST MARY’S PARISH NORTHAMPTON
LINKING THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITIES OF NANSON, NORTHAMPTON, KALBARRI & SHARK BAY
Holy Thursday
Good Friday

March 29th
March 30th

Holy Saturday
Easter Sunday

March 31st
April 1st

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SERVICES 2018
Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Stations of the Cross
Passion Liturgy & Reconciliation
Stations of the Cross
Easter Vigil
Mass
Mass

Northampton
Northampton
Northampton
Kalbarri
Kalbarri
Northampton
Shark Bay

5:00pm
9:00am
3:00pm
3:00pm
5:00pm
8:30am
5:00p

MERIT CERTIFICATE RECIPIENTS
Congratulations to the Merit Certificate recipients for Term One, Week Six.
Year K/PP
Lesha Sah
For becoming clever at hearing sounds in words and then using the letter chart to match and write the letter that makes the
sound. I love the way you share ideas and eagerly join in our mat discussions.
Keep up this great work, Lesha!
Isla Warr
For all the great learning you are doing. Isla, I am proud of the way you are writing your name so cleverly, recognising
numbers to ten with ease and becoming an expert at cutting.
Keep up the amazing work, Isla!
Year 1/2
Moses Williams
For the maturity you have displayed over the last two weeks in class. You have shown the Year Ones how to have excellent
mat manners and you are refining the art of ‘smart ignoring’. These are the traits of someone growing into a leader. You
should be very proud of yourself!
Olivia Triscari
For the care you place into the neatness of your work. Olivia, I was blown away last week at the presentation of your
handwriting. Your letter formation and spacing was so close to perfect that it was easy to forget that you have only been in
Year One for six weeks! Keep up the wonderful effort.
Year 3/4
Digby Williams
For displaying a positive attitude towards your learning. Your contribution to class discussions and your willingness to share
your excellent knowledge is an asset to the class. Digby, you complete all tasks quickly and efficiently. You are an
outstanding role model for your peers and a delight to have in the class. This is a fantastic start to the year, Digby! Keep on
shining!
Ben Briers
For your improvement in Maths, especially with whole numbers to tens of thousands. Ben, you grasped the concepts of digit
and place value with ease. You are always the first to raise your hand and answer questions, as well as asking questions to
increase your own knowledge. Keep up this fantastic attitude in Maths, Ben!
Year 5/6
Darcy Mulgrew
For always displaying a strong work ethic in all learning areas. You are really challenging yourself, especially in Maths,
solving twenty four hour time problems. Darcy, thank you for entering the classroom each day with a smile, ready to learn
and being prepared for the day. You constantly volunteer to help with jobs inside and outside the classroom. This
demonstrates skills of a great leader. Keep up the enthusiasm in all activities. Way to go, Darcy!
Reeve Suckling
For your enthusiasm and engagement to all parts of your learning. Since joining Literacy Pro, all you want to do is read,
read, read! I cannot keep up with you and our library is going to run out of books! Reeve, thank you for being so motivated
and helpful to others. You are really striving to become a great leader within the classroom and the school. Just awesome
work, Reeve!
PRINCIPAL AWARDS: Koby Davis, Olivia Teakle,
Anna Davis, D’Mara Drage

RECYCLING DROP OFFS IN GERALDTON
Newspapers
Jack’s Shed in the Aquarena Geraldton carpark. (No glossy magazines). Label with St Mary’s School and proceeds will go to
our school.
Ink Cartridges
Australia Post

50-52 Durlacher St

Geraldton

Harvey Norman

16 Anzac Terrace

Geraldton

Office National

70 Chapman Rd

Geraldton

Paper Plus Office National

70 Chapman Rd

Geraldton

Australia Post

Shop 4 2 Utakarra Rd

Rangeway

Australia Post

252 Fifth Street

Wonthella

The Good Guys

208-210 North West Coastal Highway

Geraldton

Mitchell and Brown

180 Chapman Road

Geraldton

Plastic Bottles
The City of Greater Geraldton, Northern Agricultural Catchment Council in association with Keep Australian Beautiful is
offering a free recycling of type 1 (PET) and type 2 (HDPE) plastic bottles. The drop off point for plastic bottles are:
 Beachlands Primary School – Corner of Whitfield St and Bradley St
 Bluff Point Primary School – 18 Mitchell St
 Caltex Sunset Beach – 620 Chapman Rd
 City Hive/Pollinators – 184 Marine Terrace (at the back)
 Geraldton Civic Centre – 63 Cathedral Avenue (at the back)
 Geraldton Library – 37 Marine Terrace (at the back)
 Geraldton Primary School – Augustus St
 Geraldton Recycling Centre (Tip Shop) – 61 Landfill Lane Narngulu
 Geraldton Surf Life Saving Club – 260 Willcock Drive
 John Batten Community Hall – Drummond Cove
Water Saving Tips
 Leaning Tree Community School – 15 Bayly St, Geraldton
.
 Mt Tarcoola Primary School – Acacia St
Choose
Waterwise
plants,
 Paringa Park – Paringa St, Mount Tarcoola
such as native that have
 PCYC – 105 Pass St, Wonthella
 Rigters IGA – Durlacher St
their origins in Australia
 Strathalbyn Christian College – 15 Cedar Cres
 Waggrakine Primary School – Hall Rd
 Wandina Primary School – 29 Ajax Dr
Batteries - Household
The following types of household batteries can be safely recycled or disposed of:
 AA & AAA cells (single use & rechargeable batteries)
 C & D sized batteries
 Button batteries (cameras & watches)
 9V batteries
 6V batteries (torches)
Battery Bins (collection points) are located at the following locations:
 Civic Centre, Cathedral Avenue Geraldton
 Meru Waste Disposal Facility Weighbridge Office, Landfill
Lane Narngulu
 Geraldton Regional Library, Marine Terrace Geraldton
 Geraldton Aquarena, Pass Street Geraldton

CRUNCH AND SIP

