
 

 

           

   

 

 

 

 

Dates to  
Remember 

Dear Community Members,  

Welcome Back  

Welcome back to Term 4, I met with our students on Monday afternoon of this week and explained 
to them the nature of Term 4. If you speak to most teachers, they will say how much they love Term 

4, with such a huge amount of activities going on. It certainly isn’t quiet, but it has such a great feel in 

particular in Catholic schools leading up to our great celebration of the birth of Jesus.  

I hope you enjoyed a restful and family filled holiday. In speaking with your children, they all came 

back with many stories to tell about their adventures. One of the aspects of St Mary’s that I love is 
how children, by default, will love to get outdoors and explore the world around them. This 

fascination with the outdoors, making their own fun and not being tied to a screen is something that 

isn’t as noticeable in the city. It is a large part of the reason why we as a family, are loving our time 

here so much.  

For children (and adults) being outside and experiencing nature is such a healthy part of life, which 

more and more for various reasons, is decreasing for much of the population. Interestingly, when I 
asked your kids what the best part of their holidays were, none of them mentioned Minecraft or 

iPads, which was music to my ears.  

Mission Week/Fruit of the Spirit 

Today we celebrated our Mission Week Mass, what a fantastic start to our day here at St Mary’s. 
Throughout the service we were reminded of gratitude, being grateful for what we have, which is 

always a fantastic way to live our lives. But in the business of life, I must confess I often lose sight of 
this, getting worried about those 1st world problems. Reminders like this really bring me back to 

reflect on how lucky I am to live in Australia and that ‘real’ worries like clean water or fresh food 

never have to enter my mind. 

This year Catholic Mission Australia are focusing on the country of Ghana who have a large 

proportion of their population living in poverty, in particular those who are most vulnerable, children, 
especially those with a disability. We have been speaking to the students about the children in Ghana 

who don’t have access to the essentials in life; food, clean water, shelter, clothing and education.  

Next Tuesday we will continue to help this cause by supporting ‘Socktober’ raising money through a free 

dress and crazy sock day, for a gold coin donation. Students will still participate in sport on this day, so they 

must wear closed in shoes.  

This ties in so well with our Fruit of the Spirit focus for the first half of this term; Kindness. What a 
brilliant way to actively spread kindness by attempting to bridge the gap between children around the 

world.  

A small way I try to make my own children a little more grateful each day is by asking at the dinner 
table “what was the best part of their day.” Often Zac will speak about playing footy and Isabella will 

talk about going to the Zoo (which happened 3 months ago!) My hope is that in the back of their 

minds, each day, they are reflecting on how lucky we are to have the life we have.  

 

 

 
 

 

WEEK TWO  
Mon 21 Oct Whole School Excursion 

World of Maths 
Competition at Binnu PS 

Tues 22 Oct FREE DRESS AND 
CRAZY SOCK DAY   
$1 SOCKTOBER  
Socktober Catholic 
Mission Visit 9am 

Wed 23 Oct SAINTS BAKE @ Recess 
$1 
School Board Meeting 
6pm 

Fri 25 Oct Assembly 2.45pm   
 

WEEK THREE 
Mon 28 Oct Brookview Bookworms  

Yr 5 
Wed 30 Oct SAINTS BAKE @ Recess 

$1 
Thurs 31 Oct NCC Yr 7 Orientation Day 
 P &F Meeting 9am 
Fri 1 Nov NEWSLETTER 
 

WEEK FOUR 
Mon 4 Nov PUPIL FREE DAY 
Tues 5 Nov P & F Melbourne Cup 

Luncheon 
Wed 6 Nov SAINTS BAKE @ Recess 

$1 
Ordination Francis Xavier 

5pm 
Fri 8 Nov Assembly 2.45pm 
 

WEEK FIVE 
Mon 11 Nov Brookview Bookworms  

Yr 4 and Yr 1 
Wed 13 Nov SAINTS BAKE @ Recess 

$1 
Board Meeting 6pm 

Fri 15 Nov Kindy Orientation Session  
9-11am 

 NEWSLETTER 
Sat 16 Nov KPP & Yr 3/4 Family 

Mass 5pm 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

18 October 2019 

 St Mary’s School 

From the Principal… 

NEWSLETTER 

Vision Statement 
St Mary’s School provides an education that endeavours to 

equip each child with the Christian values and life skills 
necessary to meet the challenges of a changing world. 

 

 

 

PO Box 138 

Northampton 6535 

Phone: 08 9934 1112 

Fax 08 9934 1115 

Email: admin@smsn.wa.edu.au  

Website: www.smsn.wa.edu.au  

 



 

 

From the Principal cont… 
CEWA Vision for Learning:  

In our Week 10 instalment of the newsletter I explained the inner circle in the CEWA 
Vision for Learning 5 key teacher practices, which highlights Quality relationships. This 

priority of relationships with our students, underpins everything we do in Catholic 

schools to help our students develop to their true potential.  

The next part of the diagram is shaded in green and focuses on learning design. This links 

to the planning, teaching and learning and assessment experiences that our teachers 

create, which cater for individual needs of our students. From a school perspective, we 
are always interested in the growth of our students. Long gone are the days where all the 

students will learn the same content each day, so teachers now look for 12 months 
growth from 12 months of schooling. To do this we use assessment data at the beginning 

and end of each unit of work. We also track students using standardised assessment, 
which gives an indication of achievement against a norm (age level standard). Using all 

this data we can determine appropriate grades in semester reports and how to pitch our 

content to ensure students continue to progress. Learning design is key to keeping 
students engaged and excited about learning, which will be explained in the next 

instalment.  

RWC 

For those of you who are following the Rugby World Cup, Australia has advanced to the quarter finals to take on England. This is always a 

grudge match, much like the Ashes. I wouldn’t be betting my house of the outcome of this game but will still be wearing gold on Saturday.  

Until next time, 

Ben 

BIRTHDAYS 

Oct 19  Ashlee S 

Oct 21   Hanna S 

 

TERM FOUR PUPIL FREE DAYS 

 Monday 4 November – Staff Catholic Day 

 

TERM FOUR SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS 
The date for the Term Four School Board Meetings are:  

 Wednesday 23 October 6pm 

 Wednesday 13 November 6pm 

 

TERM FOUR ASSEMBLIES  
The dates for the Term Four Assemblies are:  

 Week Two 25 October 2.45pm 

 Week Four 8 November 2.45pm 

 Week Seven 29 November 2.45pm 

 

If your child is receiving a Merit Certificate, you will be advised via a note, an email or a phone call. 

 

DONATION OF CHILDREN AND ADULT CLOTHING AND FOOTWEAR 

We are asking families for donations of children and adult clothing to sent to the Pilbara with Colleen Drage at the end of October.  

She will pass them onto her daughter who is visiting the remote communities such as Jigalong, which are in desperate need of 

clothing and shoes for the people who live there. 

If you have items to donate, please drop them to the school office before Wednesday 30 October. 

 

CONCERT ITEMS REQUIRED 
Do you have any long black boots that the children can borrow in sizes 5,6 or 7?   

The children in Year 5 and 6 require them for their end of year concert costume.   

If you have any the school can borrow until end of Term please leave them at the School office or ring Terri 0429943899 to collect 

them. 

 



 

 

Year 5/6 SAINTS BAKE 
Term Four Saints Bake is happening at recess on Wednesdays from Week 2 – 7, the menu is shown below. 

Please bring along $1 for recess on these days if you wish to purchase.  Funds will be donated to the Missions. 

 

 

 



 

 

PARISH NEWS 
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time– Year C 
The saving power of God flows into our world through human agents. In today’s First Reading, the Israelites are saved from 
destruction by the power of God mediated through Moses, their leader. In the Gospel Jesus assures us that God will see 
justice done on earth provided we pray for it night and day, and keep knocking on the doors of the unjust. Let us pray and 
work constantly for justice, never losing heart. 
World Mission Month Appeal- Today is Mission Sunday 

Today, in the midst of this Extraordinary Missionary Month celebration, you have the opportunity to support the children at the 
Nazareth Home for God’s Children in Ghana with a one-off gift or by becoming a monthly giving partner.  Your gifts are very 
much appreciated and will make a great difference to those in need. 
Envelopes are available at the back of the church or Freecall 1800 257 296 or www.catholicmission.org.au/Ghana 
The raffle at Morning Tea last Sunday was won by Bevan Bridgeman. $21.00 was raised and will go towards the upkeep of 
the Old Convent.  
Knights of the Southern Cross will hold their monthly meeting on Wednesday, October 23rd at 5pm at St John’s, 
Rangeway. 
Our Sick; Pray for Cliff Dyer, Norm Reynolds, Ines Miotti, Fr Brian Ahern, Patricia Casey, Col Constantine, Jean Williams, 
Paul Leeson, Jo Mattens, Maud Brown, Betty Thompson, Jim Thompson, Sue Gravranish, Hazel Bunter, and all the 
residents of Brookview 
Nazareth House Fete: Nazareth House Geraldton will hold its annual fete on November 3rd, commencing at 10am.  
Melbourne Cup Luncheon is being held by St Mary’s F& F on Tuesday, 5th November, commencing at 10:30am, at the 
Northampton Community Centre. Cost $40.00pp.Booking though St Mary’s School - 9934 1112 (after October 14th) or on 
www.trybooking.com  For further information see notice on the church notice board. 
Save the date:  
Catholic Youth Festival, Perth, 8-10th December, 2019 
A chance for young people between the ages of 14-30 years to experience what it means to be a Catholic and find out more 
about their faith. For more information visit www.acyf.org.au or contact Deacon Dominic Hoang by email 
revdominic@westnet.com.au or  
phone 99644 1608. 
The relics of St Therese of Lisieux will visit Perth next year.  The relics of St Therese of Lisieux, together with her 
parents Saints Louis and Zelle Martin will embark on a four month pilgrimage across Australia from February to May. The 
relics will be in Perth from April 25th to May 8th – Morley Parish (25-27th April), Nedlands Parish (27th April - 30th April) 

Gosnells Parish (6th & 7th May) Fremantle Parish (7th & 8th May) and St Mary’s Cathedral (8th May - 10th May). 

http://www.catholicmission.org.au/Ghana
http://www.trybooking.com/
http://www.acyf.org.au/
mailto:revdominic@westnet.com.au


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
VacSwim 2019-20 
Enrol now for VacSwim summer holiday swimming lessons! 
With swimming pools 
and beaches a big part 
of the Western 
Australian lifestyle, it’s 
essential that your 
children learn how to 
swim and stay safe in 
the water. 
VacSwim is for all 
children - from 
beginners to more 
advanced swimmers. 
Your children can start 
as young as five years 
old.  
There are over 180 
VacSwim locations 
around Western 
Australia, so wherever 
your family is spending 
these summer holidays, 
there will be lessons 
near you. 
Enrol your children in 
VacSwim now at 
education.wa.edu.au/swimming. 
 
 

http://education.wa.edu.au/swimming


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Using a pool cover not 
only keeps your pool 

warmer and cleaner but it 
cuts the evaporation rate 

between swims. 



 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


