
 

 

           

   

 

 

 

 

Dates to  
Remember 

Dear Community Members,  

Gospel reflection  

As we enter the season of Advent in the lead up to Christmas, I thought I would share a 

reflection from Father Larry’s homily on Sunday. Father spoke about the difference 

between happiness and joy. Happiness, he explained, can sometimes be purchased even if 

just for a little while with material possessions. Joy however is rarely used to describe a 

new car or house. It is reserved for those special moments in life, which you can’t buy. 

The birth of a child, a wedding, those moments with family which just stick in your 

mind.  

Father then explained his acrostic poem for JOY: J=Jesus, O=Others, Y=Yourself. The 

explanation, I believe is; live like Jesus in any way you can, through your thoughts and 

words. You can do this by thinking of others and how you can show them love. Once 

you have done the first two, think about yourself.  

I may be biased, but I think that whatever your religion, whatever you believe. Thinking 

about others and how you can show them love, before yourself is a good practice. I 

would say that if every person in our world was able to do this, we would probably stop 

news outlets being inundated with viral content.  

Advent 

This week we are speaking about Advent, leading up to the start of the season this 

weekend. What a great time of the year. Our Church and school start to show pops of 

purple as we lead up to the birth of Jesus on Christmas Day. I love Christmas, it is a 

season of Joy and a time when we get to see family members who we wouldn’t usually 

see during the year. Please continue to speak to your children around the real meaning of 

Christmas, beyond the presents, which this is truly a special time in our Catholic 

calendar.  

NCVISSA Summer Carnival 

The events just keep on rolling through and our students from Year 3-6 competed at the 

NCVISSA Summer Carnival last week. We entered 3 Basketball teams into the carnival 

and so many comments have flowed back about our sportsmanship and genuine 

enjoyment on the day.  

I would like to thank all those teachers and volunteers, for preparing our students for the 

carnival and on the day in particular; Scott and Tracy Cameron, Carisa Mincherton, 

Corinna Mulgrew and Naomi Simpson. Big thanks also to Miss Miotti who lead the 

organisation of teams and volunteers.  

 

 

 
 

Sun 1 Dec First Sunday of Lent 

 

WEEK EIGHT 
Tues 3 Dec Graduation Mass and 

Dinner 6pm 

Wed 4 Dec SAINTS BAKE 

LUNCH $1 

Thurs 5 Dec Morning Tea at 

Brookview Yr 1-6 

Fri 6 Dec Assembly 2.45pm 

Sun 8 Dec Second Sunday of Lent 

 

WEEK NINE 
Mon 9 Dec Reports go home 

Tues 10 Dec End of Year Mass 9am 

Wed 11 Dec School Board Meeting 

6pm 

Thurs 12 Dec End of Year Concert and 

Presentation Evening 

6pm 

Fri 13 Dec Whole School Excursion 

Geraldton Movies and 

Lunch 

 NEWSLETTER 

TERM FOUR 

CONCLUDES FOR 

STUDENTS 

Sun 15 Dec Third Sunday of Lent 

 

WEEK TEN  

Fri 20 Dec TERM FOUR 

CONCLUDES STAFF 

 STAFF, P & F and 

BOARD DINNER 

Sun 22 Dec Fourth Sunday of Lent 
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 St Mary’s School  

From the Principal… 

NEWSLETTER 

Vision Statement 
St Mary’s School provides an education that endeavours to 

equip each child with the Christian values and life skills 
necessary to meet the challenges of a changing world. 

 

 

 

PO Box 138 

Northampton 6535 

Phone: 08 9934 1112 

Fax 08 9934 1115 

Email: admin@smsn.wa.edu.au  

Website: www.smsn.wa.edu.au  

 



 

 

From the Principal cont… 
 

I would also like to extend my great appreciation to our P&F reps from our Year 1/2 class along with all those who contributed 

their time in baking or helping on the day. There was a pretty impressive Excel spreadsheet, huge amounts of planning with food 

purchasing and very high levels of organisation that pulled together for a seamless canteen. This was a mammoth effort and it is 

thoroughly appreciated by our entire community.  

Reports 

Our Semester 2 reports are due to come out to families on 9th of December. A semester report is a point in time assessment which 

teachers use to track progress of students. Therefore, a grade in Semester 1, may not necessarily transfer to Semester 2, as different 

content has been taught. Learning is highly developmental, as such all children develop at different rates.  

It is very important to keep this in mind that reports are also only one measure of achievement for your child. A report is not 

designed to have any surprises in it and if your child’s report is significantly different from last semester or they are receiving a 

grade lower than expected, you may already know, or your child’s teacher will contact you.  

Piano and Brass Lessons 2020 

I am very happy to announce that Jackie Simkin will be teaching Piano (Years 3-6) and Brass (Trumpet and Trombone for Years 5-

6) on Fridays in the Nagle Centre starting in Term 1, 2020. Jackie already has 5 students who are interested or currently being 

taught by her, but if you would like to express interest please contact her on 0407384471. Places are limited, so please contact her 

ASAP.  

Until next time,  

Ben 

BIRTHDAYS 
Nov 22 Mrs Teakle 

Nov 30  Delilah Wyatt 

  

TERM FOUR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
The date for the Term Four School Board Meeting is:  

 Wednesday 11 December 6pm 

 

TERM FOUR ASSEMBLY 

 Friday 6 December 2.45pm 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS 

Our stock of second hand uniforms is low especially girls dresses and Sports shirts and shorts. 

If you have any unused items of uniform that you no longer need could you please send them into the school office. 

 

END OF YEAR EXCURSION TO MOVIES AND LUNCH ON THE FORESHORE 
For our End of Year Excursion, we will once again be travelling to Geraldton for the movies and lunch at the Geraldton 

Foreshore.  The children have the choice of seeing Frozen Two or The Addams Family.  The movies have a PG rating so parental 

permission will be required for the students to view the film.  The travel permission form and lunch order form is at the end of this 

newsletter.  Please complete and return to the School Office by Friday 6 December.  If you have not advised which movie your 

child/ren would prefer to see please also return the tear off slip at the end of the newsletter and return by Friday 6 December. 

 

FINAL Year 5/6 SAINTS BAKE – WEDNESDAY LUNCH 4TH DECEMBER 2019 

Term Four Saints Bake is happening for the last time FOR LUNCH on Wednesday 4TH December. 

There will be the choice of Sausage Rolls, Pies and Hot Dogs.  $1 each. 

Supplies are limited therefore we ask that you place an order with your first, second and third preference please. 

Please complete the order form at the end of this newsletter and return by Monday 2 December. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PARISH NEWS 
First Sunday of Advent – Year A 

We do not know when Christ will come again in glory. Nor do we know the day of our death. This should not worry us. What is important is 
to live this day well by being respectful and loving toward each other and seeking to walk in God’s light. If we do this, we will be ready 
whenever God calls us to eternal life. 
 
Response for the lighting of the First Advent Candle (The Prophet’s Candle) 
Priest: Lord Jesus, your coming was proclaimed by the prophets of old. The Prophet Issah called the Chosen People and today calls all 
people ”to walk in the light of the Lord”....Response: Come Lord Jesus 
Priest: Lord Jesus, we believe you come among us now. St Paul urges   
 us to be people of the light and to let our armour be the Lord Jesus Christ.... Response: Come Lord Jesus 
Priest: Lord Jesus, you will come again in glory. You ask us to “stand ready, because the Son of Man is coming at an hour we do not 
expect”......Response: Come Lord Jesus 
Christmas Communio Appeal 

The Season of Advent begins today, and we hear the command “stay awake” in Matthew’s Gospel. To be awake and alert to what is 
happening around us is living a life of faithful service to the Lord, following the Lord’s commands and abiding in his grace. “Together we 
can make a difference”. Please support the Christmas Communio Appeal. All donations are tax deductible. 
Morning tea will be held next Sunday, in the Nagle Centre, after Mass. Ladies please bring a plate. 
Our Sick; Pray for Cliff Dyer, Nell Cripps, Norm Reynolds, Ines Miotti, Fr Brian Ahern, Patricia Casey, Col Constantine, Jean Williams, 

Paul Leeson, Jo Mattens, Maud Brown, Betty Thompson, Jim Thompson, Sue Gravranish, Hazel Bunter, and all the residents of 
Brookview. 
Our Dead: Please remember in your prayers the souls of Rita Johnstone whose anniversary occurs today and also Bobbie Offer who 

passed way on November 23rd. 
Save the Date: St Mary’s School Presentation and Awards Night – Thursday, December 12th at 6pm at the Northampton Community 

Centre (downstairs).  
Prayer for a good and safe Harvest: God our provider, we acknowledge you as the only source of growth and abundance. We give 

thanks for the growth in our crops and pasture this year which has made it possible to harvest them. In humility we ask for the fine weather 
to harvest our crops and may we keep ourselves safe during harvest. In your kindness and love, make up for what is lacking in our faith 
and in what we do. We ask through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  



 

 

 
VacSwim 2019-20 
Enrol now for VacSwim 
summer holiday swimming 
lessons! 
With swimming pools and 
beaches a big part of the 
Western Australian lifestyle, it’s 
essential that your children 
learn how to swim and stay safe 
in the water. 
VacSwim is for all children - 
from beginners to more 
advanced swimmers. Your 
children can start as young as 
five years old.  
There are over 180 VacSwim 
locations around Western 
Australia, so wherever your 
family is spending these 
summer holidays, there will be 
lessons near you. 
Enrol your children in VacSwim 
now at 
education.wa.edu.au/swimming. 
 
 

http://education.wa.edu.au/swimming


 

 

IF NOT DONE SO, PLEASE RETURN BY FRIDAY 6 DECEMER 2019  

 
WHOLE SCHOOL - END OF YEAR EXCURSION - MOVIE CHOICE 

Friday 13 December 2019 
 

My child would like to attend the movie titled ____________________________________________ 

Signed _______________________________ 

Parent Name __________________________ 

 

WHOLE SCHOOL (KINDY – YEAR SIX) 
 

END OF YEAR EXCURSION 
 

MOVIES AND LUNCH IN GERALDTON 
 

FRIDAY 13 DECEMBER 2019 (Please return by FRIDAY 6 DECEMBER) 
 

I give permission for my child/ren, ________________________________________________________, to 
travel to Geraldton by bus for the End of Year Excursion. 

AND 
I give permission for my child/ren, ________________________________________________________, to 

watch the movie, FROZEN 2 OR ADDAMS FAMILY , at the Orana Cinemas, which are rated PG.   

 

The children will receive fish and chips for lunch, please indicate choice below. 
 

Fish and Chips for (child/ren’s name/s) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Chips ONLY for (child/ren’s name) 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

  

At the conclusion of the excursion (please circle one option) 
 

I will be collecting my child/ren from the Geraldton Foreshore at 1.45pm. 
 

or 
 

My child/ren will be returning to St Mary’s School by bus. 
 

or 

Other arrangements (please detail) 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

Signed:  _________________________________               

 
Family Name:  _______________________________________ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
By growing your lawn longer 
you will protect the roots and 

reduce evaporation, so hold off 
from mowing your lawns 

another week or two during 
summer. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINAL Year 5/6 SAINTS BAKE – WEDNESDAY LUNCH 4 DECEMBER 2019 

Please order a Saints Bake lunch for my child ___________________________. COST $1 

(order preference please - number 1,2,3) 

□ Sausage Roll                                                □ Pie                                                □ Hot Dog 

Signed _____________________ 

Family Name _______________________ 

PTO -   IF MORE LUNCH ORDER FORMS REQUIRED 

 

 

 

FINAL Year 5/6 SAINTS BAKE – WEDNESDAY LUNCH 4 DECEMBER 2019 

Please order a Saints Bake lunch for my child __________________________________. COST $1 

(order preference please - number 1,2,3) 

□ Sausage Roll                                                □ Pie                                                □ Hot Dog 

Signed _____________________ 

Family Name _______________________ 

WHOLE SCHOOL (KINDY – YEAR SIX) 
 

BUS TRAVEL TO CONCERT PRACTICE 
 

MONDAY 9 DECEMBER 2019, WEDNESDAY 11 DECEMBER 2019 
 

I give permission for my child/ren, 

________________________________________________________________________________,  

 

to travel to and from the Northampton Community Centre by bus for Concert Practice. 

Approximate times will be: 

9.00am to 12.30pm on Monday 

9.00am to 12.30pm on Wednesday, which will include a full dress rehearsal performance for the Community 

 

Signed:  ______________________________  Family Name:  _______________________________________ 

 

 



 

 

FINAL Year 5/6 SAINTS BAKE – WEDNESDAY LUNCH 4 DECEMBER 2019 

Please order a Saints Bake lunch for my child ____________________________. COST $1 

(order preference please - number 1,2,3) 

□ Sausage Roll                                                □ Pie                                                □ Hot Dog 

Signed _____________________ 

Family Name _______________________ 

 

 

FINAL Year 5/6 SAINTS BAKE – WEDNESDAY LUNCH 4 DECEMBER 2019 

Please order a Saints Bake lunch for my child__________________________________. COST $1  

(order preference please - number 1,2,3) 

□ Sausage Roll                                                □ Pie                                                □ Hot Dog 

Signed _____________________ 

Family Name _______________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


