St Mary’s School

15 May 2020

NEWSLETTER

Faith – Respect – Challenge - Teamwork
From Mr Will…
We are back!
This week is the first week in 6 weeks of schooling that we will back to
100% attendance. What a journey we have been on over those 6 weeks!
Just yesterday, I was asked how I felt we transitioned to a Remote
Learning Program and my answer was unequivocally positive. I could
not have asked for anything more from our teachers. This created a
seamless transition for our students and parents. We have been given
feedback that parents felt supported by the school, that you were able
to still able keep a connection with the school community and that your
children were given plenty of support to keep them engaged in their
schoolwork. We can still take plenty of learning out of this experience,
so if you have any feedback, please feel free to contact me. We will be
reflecting on entire period of remote learning and what we can take
from it, on our Pupil Free Day scheduled for May 29th.

Dates to
Remember

Week 4
Thurs 21 May

P & F Meeting

Week 5
BOOKFAIR CANCELLED TILL
JUNE
Thurs 28 May Communio Week
Paraliturgy 9am
TBC
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Playground Update
We are roughly 4 weeks away from breaking ground on our new K/PP
playground. At our recent board meeting we tabled the plans for this
space. This is an exciting time for our Kindy and Pre-Primary students
who will be able to seamlessly utilise a nature play area. The integration
between nature and the classroom is such a strong focus throughout our
learning programs at St Mary’s. So it is magnificent that this will be a
central point for our school, moving forward.
Preliminary works are also in the process for our Upper Primary
Playgrounds, which are due for an upgrade, this will ideally take place
in two stages, the first stage is the creation a nature play obstacle course
near our school oval and the second stage would encompass a
replacement of our existing playground with new equipment.
If you would like more information or would like to be involved in the
planning and construction of these play spaces, please come and see
me. This will be an ongoing project for our school community, so stay
tuned for updates.

Fri 29 May

Week 6
Mon 1 June
Fri 5 June

Week 7
Wed 10 June

Fri 12 June
Sat 13 June

PUPIL FREE
DAY

PUBLIC
HOLIDAY
Yr 1 2 Assembly
2.30pm TBC
Yr 3 4 Family
Mass TBC
School Board
Meeting 6pm
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St Mary’s Market
Stall TBC
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From the Mr Will cont…
Staff of Stars
Mrs Mitchell
Now it looks as though I am going through our staff from K/PP and working upwards. I assure you I am not;
but I could not go past Mrs M this week, which is going to embarrass her no end! You may have spotted our
values painted at the front of our school. These look magnificent and have been a labour of work and love,
completed by her over the past Term, with preliminary planning starting as early as late last year. This project
is indicative of Mrs Mitchell’s attitude around the school, she is always willing to go above and beyond, works
so hard throughout the day and brings a smile to everyone she is around. Thank you, Mrs Mitchell, you are a
star!
Moustache
I have not spoken more about a moustache (how it grows, why it grows, why I have it, how long I will keep
it for, does it itch, etc, etc) than I have over the last few weeks. In case you haven’t noticed, a shaver has not
even made it moderately close to my upper lip for the past 5 weeks. The idea was that I would not shave until
all our kids were back at the school and hopefully it may bring a few laughs along the way, which it certainly
has. So much so, that a lot of your children don’t want me to shave it ever again and want me to tie it up
with bows! However sadly it must go, and we thought what better way than having some ‘lucky’ students
shave it off. A few snaps below of the St Mary’s Hair Cut Session. I already miss it!

Until next time,
God Bless,
Ben
BIRTHDAYS
18 May Billy
19 May Isla C
20 May Makaylee
Nagle Principal Year 5 Visits
The Nagle Catholic College Principal will be visiting the school on Monday 15 June to meet with the Year 5 class. All students will
be provided with an Enrolment Pack. Applications are due by Monday 10 August 2020.
School Start Time
School start time is 8.30am which is when the teachers are at their classes for supervision to begin, however, if your circumstance
requires your child/ren to come earlier please ring or email the school office so we can advise their teachers of their early arrival.
Saints Bake Café Update…
The Saints Bake Café is closed until Week Four of this term. But still to be confirmed so please await further details.
If you have paid in advance your dollars will be keep safe until we recommence.

MERIT CERTIFICATE RECIPIENTS
Congratulations to the Merit Certificate recipients for Term Two, Week Two.

Year KPP
Grace
For the enthusiastic and bubbly personality you bring to the school each day. Grace, you are so eager to learn and tackle
each activity with a smile. Your new friends see you as a kind and generous class member and your teacher’s love your
helpfulness. We feel very lucky to have you this year Grace. Keep up the wonderful attitude!!
Darcey
For the effort and care he has put into improving his name writing. Darcey has been practicing his name writing daily and is
now able to form each letter accurately. Darcey has been willingly engaging in conversations with the teachers and children
at St Mary’s, with the support of Miss Cox. He is using effective eye contact and positive body language during these
interactions. We are very proud of you Darcey. Keep up the good work!
Year 1/2
Harry
For always trying your absolute best in all tasks! I love the way you show kindness to others by helping the people around
you whenever they need. You have been doing some amazing writing and creating the last two weeks and I am super duper
impressed. I cannot wait to see what else you can do! Well done, Harry.
Hattie
For improving enormously in your reading. Well done, Hattie, for moving up reading levels and trying your hardest in all
reading activities. You are such a ray of sunshine in our classroom, with your funny jokes and beautiful smile. Thank you for
bringing such joy and kindness to Year 1/2. What a brilliant start to Term 2, Hattie, well done

Year 3/4
Torah
For always being a fantastic role model. Torah, I am super impressed with the way you constantly assist others when needed
and without any prompting. The way you helped out your classmates during our online learning, was very impressive. You
are a superstar, Torah!
Savannah
For your adapting to your new learning environment with ease and with a positive attitude. Thankyou Savannah for your hard
work and dedication to your work through the COVID-19 lockdown. Keep up this amazing effort, Savannah!
Anna
For the absolutely amazing way you have been tackling your sight words this week. Anna, all week you have been asking to
master your words, and you persist until you get them all right. Keep shining bright, superstar Anna

Year 5/6
Ben
For displaying the Fruit of the Spirit, ‘Gentleness’, in always willing to help your peers in the classroom, any time of the day!
This is so wonderful to see, and I know your peers appreciate your help. Ben, you work diligently with tasks, willing to
challenge and push yourself to be better. You should be very proud of the improvement you have made in your learning. I
know I am! Keep up the brilliant work, Ben!
Evie
For showing determination to achieve your very best in all your learning. You have understood how to apply the ‘Split
Strategy’ to addition and subtraction equations, and now challenging yourself with decimals. Evie, you consistently display
the Fruit of the Spirit, ‘Patience’, by always waiting patiently for help. Continue to strive for excellence, Evie!

Installing a tap timer
will help you to control
the amount of water
you apply to your lawn
or garden.

An average
Australian family
produces around 400
kilograms of waste
materials annually.

