St Mary’s School

14 August 2020

NEWSLETTER

Faith – Respect – Challenge - Teamwork
From Mr Will…
Dear Community Members,

Dates to
Remember

Week 4 already!
Wow what a few weeks it has been at St Mary’s, it feels like we have come back
with a bang this term. The calendar is jam packed, we have sport back on, AFL
games are happening every day, it is hard to keep up with it all!
Since our last instalment we have finalised our front K/PP playground, in the last
week the landscapers added a water feature and chalk board. Our back
playground is in its final stages, with only a few finishing touches to be added in
the next week. Finally, our Year 3-6 students represented St Mary’s at the
NCVISSA Cross Country Carnival, held at Binnu Primary School.

Week 5
Mon 17 Aug
Tues 18 Aug
Fri 21 Aug
Sun 23 Aug

Gratitude
I would like to focus this week’s newsletter on Gratitude, such an important word
to have in your vocabulary, especially during times such as these. Last week I was
simply overcome by a deep sense of gratitude for our school and community.
It started at the NCVISSA Cross Country, when you go to events like these you
really get an insight into where the school sits amongst others in the region. I was
so proud of our kids on that day. The course was flatter than ours, however the
rain and slight inclines would prove tricky. For some students it was their first
Cross Country event at interschool level, for others they were seasoned
performers. Everyone on that cold morning though, had a few nerves, those
butterflies rumbling around. In every event I walked over to quietly rev up the
kids “Go St Mary’s, come on kids!” As they looped the course once I met them
on the back straight, “keep going, only a little way to go.” Every time, I saw
determination, pride and bravery to keep up their efforts, not stop and finish with
a sprint.
We came 2nd across the competition by a slim margin, driving back to the school I
reflected on just how awesome the team performance was, we were cheering for
each other the whole day, at the end of the day during presentations, every child
was clapping for their team mates. It was the kind of moment that you look
around and realise this an amazing group of kids!

Week 6
Friday 28 Aug

Week 7
Friday 4 Sept

Sunday 6 Sept
Week 8
Tues 8 Sept

Wed 9 Sept
Fri 11 Sept

Playgroup Visit
to School
P & F Meeting
9am
Year KPP
Assembly 2.30pm
First Eucharist
8.30am
Year 1/2 Family
Mass
NEWSLETTER
Faction Athletics
Carnival &
Father’s Day
Breakfast
Father’s Day
Parenting
Connections Cyber Safety
1-3pm
School Board
Meeting 6pm
Yr 5/6 Assembly
2.30pm
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From the Mr Will cont…
Gratitude Continued!
I must mention one young man who went above and beyond. Due to illness, we only had one boy competing in the
Year 6 event. At the start of the day I asked Tait Suckling if he could run his Year 4 race, have a short break, and then
run the Year 6 event. The Year 4 event is 1.5km and Year 6 event was 2km. Without a blink, Tait accepted the
challenge. He ran 3rd in his event and was easily in the top 10 competitors in the Year 6 race. It is these types of acts
that typify my gratitude, people being selfless and giving their all for St Mary’s. Just awesome!
When I returned from the carnival, I arrived in the staffroom to quite a few smirks and smiles, which at first, I didn’t
really catch onto. After a quick trip to my office I noticed a new coffee mug with ‘Best Principal Ever” written on it. I
then bounded out of the room and thanked everyone (It was Primary Principal’s Day, which I didn’t know was a ‘day’
until a few days earlier), only to be turned around again and told to look on the wall. I was greeted by the image below.
My role has many perks, but the best part of it by a country mile, is being surrounded by people. We are so lucky to
have all our wonderful people at St Mary’s. To all the kids and the staff, thank you so much for your time and efforts in
putting this together, I read it multiple times per day, and it draws me back to what matters most. Our kids!

Staff of Stars: Miss Stribbling
Another newsletter and another staff member who I can focus on. Miss Stribbling, our Year 1/2 teacher has been with
us now for 8 months. Miss Stribbling made the move up to the mid-west over the summer break and has not looked
back. She has been integral through the development of our Literacy and Numeracy Plans and has volunteered for
many extracurricular roles to aid St Mary’s. Beyond this, she is highly passionate about our children in helping them to
achieve their best. I would also like to mention that Miss S has recently been accepted into a Masters of Education
program through Edith Cowan University, specialising in Early Childhood Education, which will pay great dividends
in her Year 1/2 role this year and into the future. Well done Miss S, you have impressed us all during your time so far!
Until next time,
Stay safe and God Bless,
Ben

BIRTHDAYS
Aug 17
Mr Hollands
Aug 24
Gracie J
Second Hand Uniforms and Bags Needed
If you have any unused uniforms that you no longer need, especially School bags, girls dresses and sports shirts and
shorts, please send them into the school office as our supply has got very low.
Faction T Shirts Return
Thank you to the parents and children who have returned the Green and Gold T Shirts from our Cross Country Event.
If you have not done so, please return by Monday 17 August.
Faction Athletics Carnival and Father’s Day Breakfast Helpers
Our Faction Athletics Carnival will be held for all students on Friday 4 September 2020 at the Northampton
Community Centre. We will hold our traditional Father’s Day Breakfast before the event at the Community Centre.
Please indicate if you are able to come for catering purposes.
Also, parents helpers are needed for this day, if you are available to help please indicate this on the attached form by
Friday 21 August.
Year 5/6 School Camp Update
At this stage, camp will still go ahead in Term Four. Camp bookings have been completed and the students are getting
excited.
Thank you to Mr Karl Suckling and Mrs Sonia Chick-Teakle who have volunteered to come and assist on camp.
NCVISSA CROSS COUNTRY RESULTS
Congratulations to all our competitors at the recent Interschool Cross Country Event at Binnu.

St Mary’s was placed second overall. Results are below.

Aluminum and steel
products are 100
percent recyclable.

As the seasons change,
monitor and adjust the
amount of water that is
applied to your garden.

PARISH NEWS
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time– Year A
The Canaanite woman in today’s Gospel enjoyed no status in the eyes of the Jewish people of her time. She was someone
to be scorned and ignored. Yet, in her deep love for her daughter and her great faith, she is a model of the true disciple of
Jesus. She reminds us that what identifies us a Christians most fundamentally is our faith, our hope and our love.
First Eucharist: Please pray for Tait, Leah, Taylor, Torah, Hugh, Grace & Anna as they prepare to receive Holy Communion
for the first time next Sunday.
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Thursday, August 20th at 5pm in the Nagle Centre.
The raffle at Morning Tea last Sunday was won by Col Constantine. $24.15 was raised and will go towards the upkeep of
the Old Convent.
Prayer of thanks for the Rain: God of compassion, we thank you for your gift of rain that watered the soil and made the
barren land come alive again. We wait and watch for the gift of salvation to free us all from hatred, greed and fear so that we
may live again as people of faith, hope and love. We make this prayer in the name of our Saviour who comes to be with us.
Amen
Our Aged & Sick; Pray for Cliff Dyer, Nell Cripps, Ines Miotti, Patricia Casey, Col Constantine, Jean Williams, Paul Leeson,
Jo Mattens, Maud Brown, Betty Thompson, Jim Thompson, Sue Gravranish, Hazel Bunter, and all the residents of
Brookview.
Our Dead: Please remember in your prayers the soul of Viv Simpson whose anniversary occurred yesterday.

FACTION ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
PARENT HELPER ROSTER
JUMPS & THROWS EVENTS approx. 9.15am start
ORGANISERS

Daniela Miotti

ST MARY’S MARSHALL

Ben Will

JUMPS PIT 1
Measurer (1)
Measurer (2)
Recorder
Rake
JUMPS PIT 2
Measurer (1)
Measurer (2)
Recorder
Rake
JAVELIN PIT 1
Measurer (1)
Measurer (2)
Recorder
JAVELIN PIT 2
Measurer (1)
Measurer (2)
Recorder

TRACK EVENTS approx. 11.30am start

ORGANISER

Daniela Miotti

CHIEF JUDGE
STARTER
ANNOUNCER

Ben Will

CHIEF MARSHALL
STARTER MARSHALL
SCORER

Bethwyn Smith

RUNNER
SCRIBE/RECORDER
TIME KEEPER (1)
TIME KEEPER (2)
FALSE STARTER (1)
1ST PLACE JUDGE
2ND PLACE JUDGE
3RD PLACE JUDGE
4TH PLACE JUDGE
STUDENT’S BAYS

St Mary’s Staff

PHOTOGRAPHER

Trin Suckling TBC

