
 

 

              

   

 

 

Dates to  

Remember 

 

Dear Parents, 

Well, another year of school is upon us and I am thankful that we were able to come back to school 

as planned on Monday this week. The story of this forms part of my reflection in our first newsletter.  

The day that almost never was… 

On Sunday, like most of you reading, I was spending time with my family. On this particular Sunday 

we were down at Horrocks, which has become a home away from home over summer, escaping the 
strong easterly breezes and hot temperatures. As I was walking back to my car I checked by phone and 

read a message from a friend indicating there had been an COVID outbreak in Perth and they were 
going into lockdown. Instantly I pulled up the ABC website and tuned into the press conference from 

Mark McGowan.  

When I heard the words ‘hard lockdown’ my afternoon plans changed. I started thinking instantly 
about the school and if we could not open our doors on Monday. I also thought ‘that will be two years 

in a row,’ after we were unable to open the school last year because of fire danger issues. As I listened 

further, I realised my Sunday was probably over and the emails started to arrive.  

To cut a long story short, I was probably the happiest person in the school on Monday as we invited 

all our students and families back to St Mary’s for the first time in 2021. It was amazing to see the 
huge smiles across the faces of the children….and parents! Our teachers too were so pumped to see 

the kids after such a long time and tell them all about their exciting plans for the year ahead.  

As I mentioned at the end of last year, we have a large number of new students and families this year 

and it is so great to see all of our classes/bag racks and playgrounds full of smiling happy kids.  

My thoughts are with those families who could not attend school, some for the first time, this week. It 

just reiterates to me how lucky we have been (so far) to really escape the serious impacts of this 

pandemic. My hope for our schools in Perth, Peel and the South West is that all those students have 

as smooth a start as we had at St Mary’s.   

Bushfires 

If a Pandemic lockdown was not enough, many members of our Western Australian community have 

been severely impacted by bushfires. Our community is very familiar with the devastation of fires. My 
thoughts and prayers go out to all those families in the North-Eastern Suburbs of Perth who have been 

impacted or dislocated by the fires. We have been talking to our students about the devastation of 

bushfires, please keep these people in your thoughts.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Week 2 

 

Wed 10 Feb Parent Info 

Meetings and 

AGM Board and 

P&F 

Thurs 11 Feb Beginning Year 

Mass 9am 

Fri 12 Feb Swimming lessons 

Aquarena 

 

Week 3 

Tues 16 Feb SHROVE  

TUESDAY 

Swimming lessons 

Aquarena  

Wed 17 Feb ASH 

WEDNESDAY 

 Mass 11.30am 

Fri 19 Feb Swimming lessons 

Aquarena 

 

 

Week 4 

Fri 26 Feb Hockey Clinic 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 February 2021 
St Mary’s School 

From Mr Will… 

NEWSLETTER 

Faith – Respect – Challenge - Teamwork 

    

PO Box 138 

Northampton 6535 

Phone: 08 9996 7100 

Email: admin@smsn.wa.edu.au  

Website: www.smsn.wa.edu.au  

 



 

 

From the Mr Will cont… 
Goals for 2021 

It is always important to set goals, be they personal, professional, family or otherwise. This is a January job for me and most of the time my golf 

game gets a mention. As a school however we also set goals, these come in the form of a School Improvement Document, which as a staff we write 

each year. It aligns with our strategic direction and is underpinned by our Vision for Learning.  

Some of our Goals this here are; 

• Our Vision for Learning coming through our programs of work.  

• Our consistent focus on Literacy and Numeracy across the grades. 

• A focus on relevant Mental Maths concepts through class and homework.  

• The replacement of our 1-6 playground equipment, along with some new shade sails. 

• An upgrade of the basketball court with a new backboard, rings and nets.  

• A new design and climbing holds on the wall that sits beside the basketball court.  

• Finally, our classroom furniture will be upgraded in line with our Vision for Learning, more below.  

Classrooms are dynamic environments, which should be flexible and cater for a wide variety of students and needs. However, most classrooms 

across the world resemble the remnants of education for the industrial revolution; preparing children for factory work. At St Mary’s we want 
to build creative and critical thinkers and our environments should reflect this. As our staff and parent groups work through these proposed 

class plans, I will keep you updated on our progress, however if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Communications  

As always, we endeavour to proactively communicate with you regarding what is happening in the school. We do this in several ways.  

1. SMS: For key information that is of a high priority. 

2. Letters from myself or teachers: For detailed information about upcoming events 

3. Newsletter (Email, Hardcopy): To stay up to date with what is happening around the school and read excellent reflections from your 

Principal. 

4. Seesaw: We utilise Seesaw throughout the school, teachers may use Seesaw to communicate with you or share pieces of your child’s 

work.  

5. Social Media: Follow us on Facebook and Instagram to share and celebrate is all the awesome things happening at the school.  

Beyond this, if at any stage you have questions or queries, please feel free to call the school 99967100.  

Parish Busy Bee  

This Saturday February 6th St Mary’s Parish is holding a busy bee from around 9 onwards, to help and assist with cleaning of the church and some 

repairs and maintenance on Father Larry’s house. If you can assist, just come on down on Saturday.  

World’s Greatest Shave 

As you would be aware, cancer has impacted our school community over the years and unfortunately may continue to do so. In an effort to aid the 
research of cancer prevention and cure I will be participating in the World’s Greatest Shave on the 12 th of March at our assembly. We will run a 

raffle for a gold coin donation, the lucky winners will have the chance to shave the Principals head. If you would like to contribute a tax-deductible 

donation, or join me in shaving your hair, please come into the office and see me.  

Until next time,  

Ben 

 
BIRTHDAYS 

2  Feb  Lola 

2  Feb  Evie M 

4  Jan  Isla W 

5  Jan  Evie B 

5  Jan  Bailey 

17 Jan  Clancy  

20 Jan  Jemima 

21 Jan  Sonny 

1   Feb  Zavier 



 

 

3  Feb  Mainey 

4  Feb  Scarlett 

5  Feb  Asha 

6  Feb  Danyul 

7  Feb  Sunnie 

14 Feb  Tayva 

14 Feb  Harry C 

15 Feb  Chayse 

 

 

TERM DATES 2021 
Term 1 Commences   Mon 1 Feb

     

Public Holiday   Mon 1 Mar 
Term 1 Concludes   Thurs 1 April 
Term 2 Commences  Mon 19 April 
Public Holiday   Mon 26 April 
Public Holiday   Mon 7 June 
Term 2 Concludes   Thurs 1 July 
Term 3 Commences  Tues 20 July 
Term 3 Concludes   Fri 24 Sept 
Term 4 Commences  Tues 12 Oct 
Term 4 Concludes  Fri 17 Dec 
 

 

STAFF PD DAYS 2021 
Fri  4 June 
Fri  2 July 
Mon 19 July 
Mon  11 Oct 
Mon 1 Nov 

 
Parent Information Evening and Annual General Meeting School Board and P & F 
Next Wednesday February 10th we will be holding our annual Parent Information Evening along with our School Board and P&F 

Annual General Meetings.  

This is an important evening to ensure you have all the necessary information for the school year ahead. It is also an opportunity to 

have any questions or queries answered. 

The AGM meetings are also crucial to the operational management of our school. These committees are at the very centre of our 

school and therefore your attendance at this meeting is very much appreciated, you may even have the chance to win some prizes…...  

 

We will be offering beef and gravy rolls following the meetings along with refreshments.  

 

The schedule for the evening will be as follows:  

K/PP and Year 1/2 Information Sessions: 5:45pm - 6:10pm 

School Board / P&F AGM: 6:10pm -7:00pm 

Year 3/4 and Year 5/6 Information Sessions: 7:00pm – 7:25pm 

 

Second Hand Uniforms/Bags….. 
If you are able to donate any unused uniforms, hats, bags, library bags etc please drop them into the school office as soon as 

possible. 



 

 

2020 Annual Award Recipients 

Congratulations to all our award winners for 2020. 

 

CITZENSHIP AWARD   Olivia Teakle 

LIONS CLUB ENDEAVOUR AWARD Ashlee Suckling 

CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP AWARD Caleb Hicks 

MOST SUPPORTIVE CLASS MEMBER 

YEAR KPP CLASS   Oakley Quick 

YEAR 1/2 CLASS   Mardi Suckling 

YEAR 3/4 CLASS   Hanna Santhosh 

YEAR 5/6 CLASS   William Bromley 

JUSTIN CHICK SPORT LEADERSHIP  

MEMORIAL AWARD     Beau Johnson 

PRINCIPAL’S AWARD  Olivia Teakle 

LANGUAGES AWARD  Lola Maver 

ARTS AWARD    Danyul Wilkes 

GERALDTON UNIVERSITY  

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD  Mahaylah Tarchini 

WOODSIDE SCIENCE AWARDS Isla Warr 

     Grady Simpson  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

PARISH NEWS 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B 
We sometimes come to Mass poor, sick, and troubled, much like the people who crowd around the door of Jesus in today’s 
Gospel. In this Mass let us express our needs to Jesus. Let us ask him to take us by the hand and help us as he helped Simon’s 
mother-in-law. Then, with our spirits uplifted, we will go out from Mass with a renewed desire to share  
God’s love with others. 
 
School Mass: There will be a School Mass, on Thursday, February 11th at 9am.  All welcome. 
Ash Wednesday: There will be a School Mass, on Ash Wednesday, February 17th at 11:30am. All welcome. 
Year of St Joseph: As mentioned in a previous Bulletin, Pope Francis declared 2021 as the Year of St Joseph. You will find 
copies of the February Reflection “St Joseph, Attentive to the Word” at the back of the church. Please feel free to  take a copy. 
Parish Council: St Mary’s Parish Council will hold the first monthly meeting of the year on Thursday, February 18th at 5pm 
in the Nagle Centre. We are looking for some new faces on the Council. If you are interested in the continued running and 
upkeep of your Parish community, you are most welcome to attend our monthly meeting, usually on the 3rd Thursday of the 
month. The meeting usually runs for approximately 1hour. Your support would be greatly appreciated by all current members 
most of whom have been on the Council for over 15 years. Please give it some serious thought.  
Morning Tea will be held next Sunday, after Mass, in the Nagle Centre. Ladies please bring a plate. 
Thank you to all those who took part in the Busy Bee yesterday. Your assistance with the upkeep of the church & grounds is 
very much appreciated. 
Our Dead: Please pray for the repose of the soul of Lloyd Hasleby, father-in-law of Kerry & Maree Hasleby who passed away 
last Sunday. May his soul rest in peace.  Please remember the Hasleby families in your prayers at this very sad time.  
Our Aged & Sick; Pray for Fr. Johnny Carpenter, Cliff Dyer, Nell Cripps, Ines Miotti, Patricia Casey, Col Constantine, Jean 
Williams, Paul Leeson, Jo Mattens, Maud Brown, Betty Thompson, Jim Thompson, Hazel Bunter, and all the residents of 
Brookview 

 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What can we recycle here at St Mary’s? 

Plastic Lids 
Scrap paper 
Bread clips 
Ring pulls 

Egg cartons 
Cardboard boxes 

Newspaper 
 

Recycling station is in the Flexi room and students are encouraged to bring in these items 
from home. 

 

We would love to invite all new and existing members to join us at our fabulous centre.  

Enjoy a cuppa and a chat while our kids play.  

All Mums, Dads, Grandparents and Caregivers are welcome to attend. 

Edna Bandy Centre 

9-11am every Monday of the school term 

Children aged from 0-5 years.  

Contact: President Paula Wilson (Ph: 0418 471 714) or, find us on Facebook 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

  

Regularly check for leaking 
taps by turning off all taps and 
equipment which uses water 

like washing machines 

Recycling glass 

saves 75% of the 

energy need to 

create a new glass 

from raw 

materials.  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


