St Mary’s School

5 March 2021

NEWSLETTER

Faith – Respect – Challenge - Teamwork
From Mr Will…
Dear Community Members,
Has mid-term snuck up on you? I can’t believe when I look at the weeks that we are here
already. On the other hand, it does not surprise me that time is moving so quickly, with
everything that is happening in our school. We have been in the midst of testing, parent
interviews, teacher PD’s all as the learning programs in class really start to hit their straps.

Dates to
Remember
Week 6
PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS

Well-being

Wed 10 Mar

Over the last few days, I have been in Geraldton with all Principals from around the
Geraldton Diocese, which encompasses, Carnarvon, Karratha and Port Headland. The
focus was on well-being, understanding the research and how it can be beneficial as a focus
in schools.
These sessions are designed to increase our knowledge regarding how people are feeling and
what measures we can put in place when things aren’t going to plan. The presentations were
fascinating and focused on; Ill-being vs well-being, emotional management, character
strengths, how well-being is measured and finally, the introduction of a well-being model
that is being created for all CEWA schools. This is a particular passion of mine because I
firmly believe that if we come to school happy in the morning and leave happy at the end of
the day, we are 75% of the way there. If our kids or we as adults, do not have this basic need
met, teaching and learning will never be effective or enjoyable.
As I work through the well-being course this year and we start to look at the well-being of
the St Mary’s community, I will keep you updated on our progress. Something we can do
in the meantime, which has a great impact on overall health is to focus on Gratitude. Simply
concentrating on what you are grateful for in your day can shift the perspective away from
a natural negative bias. Negative bias is part of our human nature, that is to pay greater
attention to the negative over the many positives in our life. Simply by shifting our focus to
what was great in our day, rather than what went wrong, can drastically change our overall
health. What went well in your day today?

Thurs 11 Mar
Fri 12 Mar

Week 7
Tues 16 Mar
Thurs 18 Mar

Fri 19 Mar

BOARD
MEETING 6PM
Reconciliation
Parent Meeting
3.20pm
Crazy Hair Day
“Worlds Greatest
Shave” 2:00pm
ASSEMBLY
2.15pm

St Patrick’s Day
P & F MEETING
TBC
Yr 5/6 Family
Mass 9.00am
Yr 1-6 FACTION
SWIM
CARNIVAL
KPP Water Fun
Day
NEWSLETTER

World’s Greatest Shave and Crazy Hair Day
We are a week away from shave time and I have been so overwhelmed by the amount of
support shown by our school community, initially I set a goal for $560 which would pay for
key research into Leukemia prevention and hopefully someday, a cure. Well, we have
smashed that total and are currently sitting around $700.
As an option for our students, we are running a crazy hair day next Friday the 12 for a
gold coin donation, all funds raised will add to our total for the Leukemia Foundation. If
friends or family would like to donate, they can follow the link at
http://my.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/benwill
th

Until next time,
Ben

Week 8
Mon 22 Mar
Wed 24 Mar
Thurs 25 Mar
Fri 26 Mar

Harmony Day
Mass of the Oils,
Geraldton, Yr 5/6
NCVISSA SWIM
CARNIVAL
Sacrament of
Reconciliation
9.00am

PO Box 138
Northampton 6535
Phone: 08 9996 7100
Email: admin@smsn.wa.edu.au
Website: www.smsn.wa.edu.au

Birthdays
6 March
6 March
9 March
14 March

Olivia
Jaxon
Mrs Simpson
Tait

School Fee Invoices/Permission notes/ Update address information/ Update Medical information
Thank you to the parents who have returned our invoice payment page, made payments and returned the Images and
Internet usage forms. If you have not done so, please check and sign and advise the school of any changes for 2021 and return
the relevant pages: Invoice payment page, Internet usage form, Images collection form and any changes to your child/ren’s medical
advice or address, by Wednesday 10 March 2021.

Year 1-6 Faction Swim Carnival
Our Faction Swim Carnival will be held at the Aquarena, Geraldton on Friday 19 March 2021.
In a change this year we have decided to keep our K/PP students at school so they can participate in age-appropriate activities and
our Kindy students can fully participate in the activities.
Thank you to the parents who are able to help out on this day. Please see the roster attached.
There are a few spaces still, if you are able to assist, please ring the school office by Friday 12 March, 2021.

MERIT CERTIFICATE RECIPIENTS
Congratulations to the Merit Certificate recipients for Term One, Week 4
Year KPP
Charlie W
For the wonderful start she has made at St Mary's school. Charlie has transitioned smoothly into the classroom setting and is
quickly learning the expectations and routines. She always uses lovely manners and sits beautifully during mat sessions.
Charlie completes all tasks with enthusiasm and care. Thank you, Charlie, for brightening up our days with your beautiful
bright smile.
Serah
For the confidence and independence she has shown while transitioning into the school setting. Serah strives to follow the
expectations and routines of the classroom and uses beautiful manners at all times. She is enthusiastic about learning and
completes all tasks with ambition and thought. It is wonderful to see Serah communicating her needs and sharing ideas with
increased confidence. You are an absolute delight Serah!
Corbin
For the happy and confident manner you are displaying when entering the classroom each morning. We love that you know
the jobs you need to get done when you arrive at school and you do it quickly without any fuss. Corbin, we are also
impressed at your willingness to be first to an activity and that you are focused on the task presented to you. Your knowledge
of letters and numbers is showing just how much you are engaged in everything we do. We are so proud of your progress
already. Well done Corbin!
Year 1/2
Makaylee
For your fantastic start to 2021! Makaylee, you have started Year 2 with an incredible attitude. I am so impressed by the
improvements you have already made, especially in reading, jumping a whole SIX levels up! Thank you for being a great
leader in the Year 1/2 classroom, I look forward to seeing what else the year brings for you. Keep up the amazing work!
Jemima
Jemima, it is hard to believe you only came to St Mary’s four short weeks ago! You have made the transition into our Year
1/2 with absolute ease. You demonstrate a great deal of dedication to every piece of work you complete. I particularly love
the way you ask a lot of thought-provoking questions on the mat. Thank you for coming into our classroom, we love having
you!
Year 3/4
Anna
What a STAR you have been this year, Anna! You have completed all work with gusto, often finishing before everyone else
with minimal errors. I love how you have come into the class every morning with a smile and a fantastic work ethic. Keep up
this amazing work, Anna!
Lola
For the way you have genuinely shined this year, Lola. Lola, you are giving your best in every lesson, helping your peers and
ensuring everyone is on task around you. I have loved the fact that you have remembered so much from last year, often the
first to answer a question and explain how to solve a problem within our classroom. Keep it up, Lola!
Year 5/6
Bill
For the excellent work ethic you have displayed since being back at school. You have approached all learning activities with
integrity and focus, choosing to do your best at all times, especially nailing your timetables each week and getting quicker
with Maths Grids. Bill, thank you for setting a great example for those around you. I cannot wait to see you continue to grow
and become a great role model for others to follow, this year. What an awesome start to the year!
Hanna
For challenging yourself to beat your time when doing Mental Grids during Maths. Hanna, you are applying yourself with
dedication and with a positive attitude in all learning areas, which is wonderful to see. Thank you for composing a Haiku
Poem titled, ‘Snow’ which was interesting and creative. Looking forward to watching you grow and shine in Year Five, Hanna!
Taylor
For being a thoughtful and enthusiastic student who cooperates very well with others and is always willing to help. Taylor,
you work well in any situation whether it is independently, collaboratively or in whole class discussions. You set a great
example for those around you by demonstrating the Fruit of the Spirit of Goodness, every day. Welcome to our class and I
cannot wait to see you achieve great things, this year. Excellent work, Taylor!
PRINCIPAL AWARDS: Grace, Isla C, Mahaylah , Rhys

PARISH NEWS

Expression of Interest for a Casual Caretaker Position of the Old Convent
Duties including:
Management of the old convent
Taking bookings and welcoming guests staying at the Old Convent
Cleaning and housekeeping
The successful applicant will be remunerated based on a percentage of income from the Old Convent.
To receive more information regarding the position contact Mary Smith 0427341941

Third Sunday of Lent - Year B
The Ten Commandments are as valid today as when they were first given by God to Moses on Mt Sinai. They teach us how
to live in right relationship with God and with one another. If we seek to live by the Commandments, we will avoid the trap of
materialism, of being more concerned with buying, selling and making money, than loving God and our neighbour.
Project Compassion: In Tanzania, Oliva aged 22, could not read, write or count and her business was losing money. Then
she attended Caritas Australia-supported literacy and numeracy classes and set up a home classroom to teach her
neighbours. Now her classes, business and family are thriving, and she aims to become a pastor and run for local leadership.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2021 and support people like Oliva in Tanzania to gain access to education to build a
brighter future and live in communities that upholds everyone’s dignity. . You can donate through Parish boxes and
envelopes, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413.
Guest Visitor: This morning we welcome Rosemary Taylor, Director of Caritas/Catholic Mission in Geraldton, who will give
us a short presentation on this year’s Project Compassion.
Morning Tea will be held next Sunday, after Mass, in the Nagle Centre. Ladies, please bring a plate.
Planned Giving Envelopes for 2021 are still available at the back of the church for collection. If you are not presently
allocated envelopes and wish to have some, please see Mary after Mass.
Our Aged & Sick; Pray for Fr. Johnny Carpenter, Cliff Dyer, Nell Cripps, Ines Miotti, Patricia Casey, Col Constantine, Jean
Williams, Paul Leeson, Jo Mattens, Maud Brown, Betty Thompson, Jim Thompson, Hazel Bunter, and all the residents of
Brookview
Our Dead: Please remember in your prayers the souls of members of the Beckmann family whose anniversaries occur
during this month.
Expression of Interest for a Casual Caretaker Position of the Old Convent: Duties include: Management of the Old
Convent, taking bookings, welcoming guests staying at the Old Convent., cleaning and housekeeping. The successful
applicant will be remunerated based on a percentage of income from the Old Convent. If interested, please contact Mary
Smith on 0427341941.
Advance Notice: The Catholic Diocese of Geraldton will be holding a meeting to discuss the future of the Yuna Catholic
Church on Monday 29th March at 5pm at the Yuna Church. Fr Larry invites anyone previously involved or connected with the
church to come along to the meeting. Please contact Susanne Warr on 0428317299 directly with any queries or apologies.

COMMUNITY NEWS

NORTHAMPTON JUNIOR NETBALLERS
*** Important Notice ***
SATURDAY NETBALL REGISTRATION
We are now calling for all junior netballers wishing to play in the Geraldton Saturday
competition in term 2 & 3 to register their names by FRIDAY 12th March 2021.
Training - 4pm Friday @ Northampton Community Centre
Games—Saturday mornings at the Geraldton Netball Association
Years 2-6 (numbers permitting)

Please contact Jackie Simkin on 0407 384 471 or bjsimkin@westnet.com.au to register your
interest.

Wash your car with a bucket
on the lawn. You will give your
lawn a nutrient boost as car
shampoos use phosphates
which can benefit grassy areas
in a similar way to many
fertilizers.

It would take a
million years before
a glass bottle
decomposes.

What can we recycle here at St Mary’s?
Plastic Lids
Scrap paper
Bread clips
Ring pulls
Egg cartons
Cardboard boxes
Newspaper
Recycling station is in the Flexi room and students are encouraged to bring in these items
from home.

