St Mary’s School

19 March 2021

NEWSLETTER

Faith – Respect – Challenge - Teamwork
From Mr Will…
Dear Community Members,
Well, we are almost at the end of the Term and just like that 25% of the year has been and gone. The next
time I write my newsletter piece, it will be April Fool’s Day….a sign of things to come?
Week 7…..
At this stage of the term, in most schools, each class is a very busy place. Teachers are working incredibly
hard to improve student understanding, engagement and achievement. It is go,go,go and it can become
quite tiring, for everyone. It is a time when perspective on the larger goal is key. We have a supportive
and resilient staff group, who are able to see the great impact that we have on our kids. In saying this, if
your children are tired you know why. The end is in sight, but we have a few races to run before the end
of term.

Dates to
Remember
Week 8
Mon 22 Mar
Wed 24 Mar
Thurs 25 Mar
Fri 26 Mar

Growth
At the end of the day, student growth the most important measure of a school and how effective the
teaching staff are. Growth comes in many forms, the high-flying student extending themselves and child
improving their reading comprehension or fluency or nailing a set of times tables. Children learning to
work in a team, to communicate effectively or problem solve.
The growth of the student from January to December, should be at least 12 months. If that growth slows,
stagnates or stops, there should be a reason.

Week 9
Tues 30 Mar

Schools have a measure for this, it is called Effect Sizes and essentially is measures the difference between
a pre and post-test, the average and the spread of data. You then plug in a formula and the final number
is a figure that we can align to meta-data and measure growth.

Wed 31 Mar

School Plan for Improvement

Thurs 1 April

Throughout this time in the term, I meet with teachers, and EA’s soon, to discuss their planning and
professional goals. This is a very important aspect of our teacher’s development. We have completed a lot
of work in the last 12 months to build consistency around how we aspire to teach (Our Vision for Learning)
and how the content and skills will be taught, through our Literacy and Numeracy Plan.
The focus is now on putting this into practice and this will involve; multiple staff viewing lessons, staff
collaborating over programming, staff modelling for others, maybe some filming of lessons and providing
continuous feedback. A big part of my role moving forward will be working in classes alongside our
teachers to ensure that we are implementing our schools’ major changes successfully.
What I saw just this week in our all classes are teachers and students who are working on individual
learning journey’s, engaged in the learning process, understanding what is being taught and how they can
succeed. What I have seen in our student data is incredibly growth, with an average effect size growth in
Place Value of over 2 years. Absolutely incredible!
Now, we are not all the way there and we still have plenty of work to do…in fact it actually never
ends….(don’t tell anyone) but it is so important to celebrate the little wins along the way. If you see your
child’s teacher, give them a pat on the back, they are all working incredibly hard.
PO

Fri 2 April
Sun 4 April
Sat 10 April
TERM 2
Week 1
Mon 19 April

Harmony Day
Mass of the Oils,
Geraldton, Yr 5/6
5.00pm
NCVISSA SWIM
CARNIVAL
Sacrament of
Reconciliation
9.00am
Palm Sunday
Liturgy KPP Class
2.00pm
Washing of the
Feet Liturgy
9.00am
Yr 1 2 Class
Last Supper
Liturgy 9.00am
Yr 3 4 Class
HOLY
THURSDAY
Stations of the
Cross Liturgy
Yr 5 6 Class
9.00am
FINAL DAY
TERM 1
Good Friday
Easter Sunday
Parish Stall at the
Markets
SCHOOL
COMMENCES

Box 138
Northampton 6535
Phone: 08 9996 7100
Email: admin@smsn.wa.edu.au
Website: www.smsn.wa.edu.au

World’s Greatest Shave
I am so thankful for the overwhelming support of the World’s Greatest Shave last week. We ended up raising $1685, which is enough money to fund lab
costs focussed on key prevention/cure research for a month! A huge effort and a real community contribution. St Mary’s for the win!
#gocats
It would be great if this hashtag could really catch on this year. If you’re looking for a
team, you can’t go past the Cats, great club, good supporters and the potential of a flag
this year…..maybe.
Until next time,
Ben

Birthdays
Mar 6
Mar 6
Mar 27
April 7
April 15
April 18
April 19
April 19
April 23

Olivia T
Jaxon R
William S
Mahaylah T
Ollie M
Anna D
Mason B
Kayden C
Layla S

MERIT CERTIFICATE RECIPIENTS
Congratulations to the Merit Certificate recipients for Term One, Week 6
Year KPP
Charlie T
For the confidence you display in speaking to your peers and adults in and out of the classroom. From day one, you have
breezed into our room with an inquisitive nature, asking lots of questions. You have shown just how friendly you are by
asking known and unknown people what their name is and what they are doing. You are willing to have a go at anything and
seek independence often to try things out on your own. What a fabulous way to start Kindy, Charlie. We expect great things
from you this year!
Alice
For creating a bubble of happiness around yourself that is infectious to others. There would not be a day goes by that I
cannot hear your excited voice or happy singing as you go your merry way completing activities or playing dress-ups in the
home corner. You are an absolute joy to be around and you are making some wonderful friendships. Thank you for bringing
your sparkle and sunshine to our days, Alice. We feel blessed to have you in our class.
Ollie M
For the way you are arriving at school happy, confident and ready to learn each day. Seeing you walk through the door
smiling, makes us smile also. Throughout the school day, you attempt all tasks with eagerness and care, while displaying
pleasing knowledge of the concepts taught. You always use beautiful manners and are a helpful and caring friend to your
peers. You prove each and every day, to us and to yourself, what you absolutely CAN do hard things. Keep it up Ollie!
Year 1/2
Brianna
For your fantastic start to 2021! Brianna, I have been so impressed with your dedication to improving your reading and writing
so far this term. It is great to see you becoming more confident as a Year 2 student. Thank you for always being so kind to
those around you and making everyone laugh! Keep up the amazing work.

Mardi
For your kindness and perseverance. Wow Mardi, what an amazing start to the year you have had! Thank you for always
being an extremely helpful member of Year 1/2. Whenever someone needs help, you are the first person to lend a hand
where you can. I have also been so impressed with your quality of work so far this term, frequently finishing work first and to
a high standard. Keep up the amazing work!
Year 3/4
Zac
For your work during our unit on place value and numbers. Zac, I was very impressed with the way you conducted yourself
during each Math lesson. You were always ready for the lesson, ruling up quickly and you followed along with all the steps on
how to solve each problem. Zac, you were then able to apply all the learning to new problems, often helping your classmates
when they were stuck. What a fantastic start to Year 3, Zac!
Jaxon
For what a start to the year! Jaxon, I have been super impressed with your behaviour and attitude towards your learning this
year. You have really stepped up into being a year four by completing all the work to a high standard. Keep up this amazing
work ethic, Jaxon!
Year 5/6
James
For making a wonderful start to the term. I appreciate your diligent attitude towards your learning, your classroom focus, and
your hard work. James, you like to challenge yourself with our Maths Grids and one day you might just beat me! You enjoyed
our Technology lesson on Tuesday as you used your mathematical knowledge to work out binary codes. Keep up the great
work, James!
Rylei
For your enthusiasm and willingness to give everything a go, giving your best effort in class. I love your friendly nature and
the way you always help your peers!
Thank you for working hard to maintain a high standard of work thus far and for the extra detail you put into the presentation
of your work. Rylie, you brighten up our room with your gorgeous smile every day. Well done, Rylei!
Savannah
For diving into learning tasks with enthusiasm and energy. You are always ready to challenge yourself and I saw this with the
skill you showed when convincing why schools should visit the Geraldton Camp School for Leadership Day in your
persuasive text writing, this week! Savannah, thank you for being a quiet independent worker. You always listen carefully to
instructions, then work steadily to complete tasks. Way to go, Miss Pellicaan!
Specialist Class Awards
Rawley
For your sensational efforts in Media Arts this term. Rawley, your creativity and computer knowledge has enabled you to
create an excellent advertisement as part of our first project. You are always positive in the classroom and
you show great leadership when helping fellow classmates with computer questions. Keep up the excellent
work!
Tait
For your fantastic efforts in Media Arts this term. Tait, you are very talented when it comes to drama and
media arts. You came up with a fantastic script idea about recycling, which was part of the original
inspiration behind our assembly item. Keep up the excellent work!
Zachary
For your fantastic efforts in Media Arts and Sport this term! Zach, you have shown excellent leadership
helping set up the soccer equipment this week and you are always positive during sport sessions. You
always work to your best ability in both class and during sport lessons and you are always positive towards
your classmates. Thank you for being a great leader during sport and Media Arts. Keep up the great work!
PRINCIPAL AWARDS: Yr 5/6 Class, Yr 3/4 Class, Yr 1/2 Class, Yr KPP Class.

PARISH NEWS
Fifth Sunday of Lent - Year B
Jesus was greatly troubled as the hour of his suffering and death approached. He was tempted to ask the Father to save him
from this hour. But he knew that his death would be a source of new life for all. Today’s liturgy invites us to share in Jesus’
self-sacrificing love. For ourselves, as for Jesus, the grain of wheat must die in order to produce a rich harvest.
Project Compassion: Halima is raising two children in a refugee camp in Bangladesh while caring for her mother who has a
disability. A Caritas Australia-supported program helped her with shelter, cooking equipment and hygiene training. Halima
now earns a small income as a trainer helping to maintain health and cleanliness of her community. Please donate to project
Compassion 2021 so the transformational program can continue to empower vulnerable women, men and children and
strengthen the communities around them. You can donate through Parish envelopes, boxes, phone 1800024413 or visit
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion.
The Raffle at Morning Tea last Sunday was won by Ben Will. $40.00 was raised and will go towards the upkeep of the Old
Convent.
Congratulations to the students & Principal Ben Will of St Mary’s school who raised over $1500 when Mr Will volunteered to
have his hair shaved off ,by the students, for the Leukaemia Foundation and the World’s Greatest Shave.
The Chrism Mass (Mass of the Holy Oils) will take place on Wednesday, March 24 th at 5pm at St Francis Xavier Cathedral in
Geraldton. All welcome.
Our Aged & Sick; Pray for Fr. Johnny Carpenter, Cliff Dyer, Nell Cripps, Ines Miotti, Patricia Casey, Col Constantine, Jean
Williams, Paul Leeson, Jo Mattens, Maud Brown, Betty Thompson, Jim Thompson, Hazel Bunter, and all the residents of
Brookview
Expression of Interest for a Casual Caretaker Position of the Old Convent: Duties include: Management of the Old
Convent, taking bookings, welcoming guests staying at the Old Convent., cleaning and housekeeping. The successful
applicant will be remunerated based on a percentage of income from the Old Convent. If interested, please contact Mary
Smith on 0427341941.
PARISH STALL AT THE MARKETS 10 APRIL 2021
The Parish are holding a stall at the Northampton Markets on Saturday 10 April 2021.
Plants, cakes, preserves etc. If you are able to help with supplying any of these please bring to the stall on the day.
If you are at the markets, please support our Parish.

ST MARY’S PARISH – N0RTHAMPTON
Linking the Catholic Communities of Nanson, Yuna, Northampton, Kalbarri & Shark Bay
HOLY WEEK & EASTER SERVICES 2021

Holy Thursday

April 1st

Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Northampton

5:00pm

Good Friday

April 2nd

Stations of the Cross

Northampton

9:00am

Passion Liturgy &

Northampton

3:00pm

Stations of the Cross

Kalbarri

3:00pm

Mass of the Resurrection

Northampton 8:30am

Mass of the Resurrection

Kalbarri

5:00pm

Mass of the Resurrection

Shark Bay

5:00pm

Reconciliation

Easter Sunday

Easter Monday

April 4th

April 5th

Expression of Interest for a Casual Caretaker Position of the Old Convent
Duties including:
Management of the old convent
Taking bookings and welcoming guests staying at the Old Convent
Cleaning and housekeeping
The successful applicant will be remunerated based on a percentage of income from the Old Convent.
To receive more information regarding the position contact Mary Smith 0427341941

What can we recycle here at St Mary’s?
Plastic Lids
Scrap paper
Bread clips
Ring pulls
Egg cartons
Cardboard boxes
Newspaper
Recycling station is in the Flexi room and students are encouraged to bring in these items
from home.

Wash your car with a bucket
on the lawn. You will give your
lawn a nutrient boost as car
shampoos use phosphates
which can benefit grassy areas
in a similar way to many
fertilizers.

It would take a
million years before
a glass bottle
decomposes.

COMMUNITY NEWS

