NEWSLETTER

23 April 2021

St Mary’s School
Faith – Respect – Challenge - Teamwork
From Mr Will…
Dear Community Members,
Well, we all know what has transpired over the last two weeks.
Everyone has travelled through so many emotions, we all deal with it differently, there is no
right or wrong, however we all need someone to lean on. If you haven’t already, please reach
out for assistance. We have information and facilities at the school regarding basic needs,
showers, washing to next steps in terms of financial reimbursement, insurance information or
counselling services. Help is close at hand, please just ask.
Our School
When I viewed our school after the cyclone, it was really hard to see. Firstly, that Father’s house
had suffered the damage it had (Father is okay and currently in Geraldton, please keep him in
your prayers). Viewing the amount of clean up and if we would be able to do it. You know the
story well and we have documented it over the time. As I have mentioned, the main motivation
was to open our school ready for day 1. A big part of the reason for this was if we weren’t able
to open there were 2 options: busing our students to St Lawrence’s Primary School Geraldton
or engaging remote learning again. Neither of these allowed our students to come back to the
environment that they loved, seeing their friends, or having our teachers in front of them,
without a great amount of disruption.
That is why I was so happy to open our doors on Monday this week, having our students back
at St Mary’s and filling our school with sounds and laughter. I have been so impressed with our
how students have come back to school, you can really tell that they love being here, feel safe
and comfortable. We have had some staff from the CEWA office in Geraldton and you would
not even know. When you see your child, give them a pat on the back, they have all had a great
week.
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Thanks
Now the list of people I need to thank for getting our school up and going is very long, however
there are key people who I need to offer my gratitude:

Tues 18 May
Thurs 20 May

Gary, Neil and the team at the shire office, they have been amazing in helping and assisting in
clean up coordination and accessing power.
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The Army for their tireless work last week in tidying our school and making it safe for students.
The SES and the endless list of trades that have come through the school, including, Pattersons,
Platinum Electricians for their work with our generator power and Woodcocks for their use of
Temporary Fencing.
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Parents who have assisted with clean-up efforts in and around the school, including the Zappia, Wilson, Simpson, Scaddan and Suckling
Families.
The CEWA staff from Geraldton; Helen, Michelle, Jo, Jackie, Fiona and Allen our regional officer for helping and assisting in the school
while we have staff away this week.
To the greater community of CEWA and local government schools, we have had so many schools reach out and offer help or assistance,
which has been brilliant and so well received.
To the CEWA office in Perth for their help in handling compliance and offering support when required.
To Amy Teakle and her group of volunteers who have provided lunches and uniform assistance to families across both schools.
To Frank Tomasi who is a landowner up here and a past grandparent at a previous school where I worked. He travelled up from Perth to
donate a 6.5 KVA generator to a family in our community and many clothes.
To our staff at the school. Not being able to access the school until late last weekend, was tough for them. But they have come in this
week, despite everything that has happened in their own lives and put our kids first. Our staff are exceptional, and I am so grateful for the
work that they have done this week. They have created an environment for our kids that has been so calm and settled.
To you, our community for the offers of help and assistance within our school and the wider community. Whenever I have called someone
for help or advice it has been immediately well received and help has come. I am so grateful for all of you.
Finally, to our kids, I have mentioned them before, but they are the reason we all work so hard to make sure they have a great time and
can come to school each day happy and healthy.
I am sure I have missed someone along the way, for that I am sorry. There have been so many who have offered help and assistance over
the past few weeks, it has been overwhelming and amazing.
Onward
We have gone through a lot and there is still a long way to go. Time and time again history shows that our community rises to the challenge.
In the next few weeks, depending on trades, I anticipate we will be able to partially open the remaining areas of our school that are closed.
Our builder completing works has listed our school as a top priority and I am in consistent talks with them. So hopefully repair works are
not too far away, however I will keep you updated.
We also have our new playground on the way and shade sails being installed shortly. Which will be really exciting for our kids.
There is a saying that I have had rolling around in my head for the past few weeks, which I believe a very intelligent individual told me and
may help with your internal list;
Don’t focus on the whole forest, it is too overwhelming, take it one tree at a time.
Until next time,
Ben
Birthdays
24 April
25 April
2 May

Oakley
Finn
Amarhiiya

PARISH NEWS
Fourth Sunday of Easter (Good Shepherd Sunday)- Year B
Though few shepherds remain in our modern world, the image of Jesus, the Good Shepherd,
continues to bring comfort to us. It reminds us that we are not alone. Jesus, the Good Shepherd,
watches over us always. He lays down his life for us. He leads us to pasture, to water, to safety.
He searches for us when we stray and bandages our wound. Today, let us listen for the voice of
the Good Shepherd.
Anzac Day; Today we remember those who gave their lives for the freedom of our nation.
Prayer for Vocations:
God of life, you speak to us through the life of our Church community. In the name of Jesus we ask you to send your Spirit so
that men and women among us will respond to your call to service and leadership in our church as priest, deacons, sisters and
brother. May those who open their heart and minds to this call be encouraged and strengthened through our enthusiasm and
support. We make this prayer through our Lord. Amen.
Our Aged & Sick; Pray for Fr. Johnny Carpenter, Nell Cripps, Ines Miotti, Patricia Casey, Col Constantine, Jean Williams,
Paul Leeson, Jo Mattens, Maud Brown, Betty Thompson, Jim Thompson, Hazel Bunter, and all the residents of Brookview.
Our Dead: Please pray for the repose of the soul of Damon Morrissey, brother of Bishop Michael, who went to his eternal
rest recently. Also please remember in your prayers the repose of the soul of Barbara Cripps whose anniversary occurred
last week..
Camino San Francisco Walk will take place over the weekend of 30th April to 2nd May. Join with fellow pilgrims on this fully
accommodated & catered walk through the picturesque & historic hinterland of Geraldton & the Midwest. Cost $260. For the
itinerary & further information visit www.monsignorhawes.com.
Cathedral by Candlelight: Come & enjoy a fabulous concert with the Fremantle Chamber Orchestra with acclaimed organist
Jacinta Jakovcevic in the beautiful candle-lit St Francis Xavier Cathedral on Friday, 7th May at 6:30pm. Tickets $45 (includes
pre-concert refreshments) Tickets available at shoreleavefestival.com.au/program/cathedral-by-candlelight

What can we recycle
here at St Mary’s?
Plastic Lids
Scrap paper
Bread clips
Ring pulls
Egg cartons
Cardboard boxes
Newspaper
Recycling station is in the Flexi room and
students are encouraged to bring in these
items from home.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Invest in a trigger hose or
watering can and save water.
You can choose what you
want to water.

It takes 125 recycled
plastic milk bottles
to manufacture a
140 litre wheelie
bin.
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