NEWSLETTER

18 February 2022

St Mary’s School

Faith – Respect – Challenge - Teamwork

From Mr Will…
Dear Parents and Community Members,
Welcome to the end of Week 3, and what a week. As you know, we have had a community member test positive to
COVID-19 and as such we have multiple students isolating and a number of families keeping students at home.
As I have mentioned in previous communications the health, privacy, dignity and respect of this family is of the
highest priority. Nobody purposefully catches any virus and therefore our role is to offer support. I have been in
close contact with the family, and they are doing okay, I will continue to check in.
On behalf of the St Mary’s Community, I would like to thank all our families for the support you have shown the
school and family during this time. We will continue to navigate this path to provide the best support to our staff,
students, and families.
Remote Learning
We try to plan for all eventual outcomes in this COVID world. In preparation, our staff are gathering resources and
creating take home packs. These will be used if we are forced to shift to remote learning.
Our strategy for home learning will be a focus on the core subjects of Literacy and Mathematics, using individual
packs for each child.
For those students who are at home currently, our teachers will endeavour to reach out to offer support. As you can
imagine, it is very difficult to cater for students in class and at home. We will do the best we can, but please be
patient with this process.
I would like to thank our staff for their care, concern, professionalism and effort during this time. They have been
amazing, caring for our kids and creating exceptional learning experiences.
Communication
I will always endeavour to keep all parents as up to date as possible with critical information. I do this primarily
through SMS’s, which I am sure most of you receive on a regular basis. If you aren’t receiving SMS
communication from St Mary’s School, please contact the office ASAP on 99967100.
It is critical that I can contact all parents quickly and efficiently. As always, I am more than happy to discuss
further details on the phone and try to answer questions as best I can.
School/Office Furniture
We still have a large amount of school and office furniture available for community members. If you are interested
and would like to see if any items are suitable, please contact the school office.
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From the Mr Will cont…
High Caseload Restrictions
As you may know our school and all Western Australian schools are under High Caseloads Restrictions. This prevents
us from:
•

Gathering as a school, during formal events such as assemblies and masses.

•

Visiting external venues with multiple cohorts.

•

Allowing parents into classes.

Parents are allowed in the school for drop off and pick up and for personal and welfare reasons or in extenuating
circumstances, as determined by the Principal.
Under the next level, Very High Case Load Restrictions, masks may become mandatory for students from Year 3-6.
Masks, at the time of this publication, are not mandatory in the Mid-West Region. If this changes, all staff will be wearing
masks throughout the school day, with one or two exceptions. If there are any changes or updates, I will let you know.
Swimming Carnival
High Caseload Restrictions also prevent gatherings such as carnivals. Now if you know me, you will know that carnival
day is among my top 5 days of the year (for those playing at home, Top 5: Christmas, Birthday’s, Cross Country Carnival,
Athletics Carnival, Swimming Carnival).
It is devastating for me to say that this event is postponed. Our Swimming Carnival was set for the 18th of March, at this
stage we will try and reschedule for later in the year, along with swimming lessons. I will keep you updated, with any
further developments.
If there are changes or updates to the High Caseload Restrictions or any COVID related information, I will communicate
this as soon as practicable. If you have any questions in the meantime, please call me at the school on 99967100.
Look after yourselves and each other,
Ben
Future Enrolment…
A big welcome to little Theo Connolly, a new brother for Orlaith and Hamish born Wednesday 16 February 2022.
Congratulations to Laura, Liam and all the family.
2022 School Fee Statements
School fees will be sent home today to each family. Parents/Guardians have the option to commence a regular
payment plan by returning the attachment. The existing parent fee payment plans will continue unless we receive an
update via the attachment notice.
2022 Update Student Details
Each family will receive a printout of their children/s enrolment and medical condition details today, please check
these, make any changes required on the form and sign and return to the school office by Friday 25 February 2022.
2022 Student Residential Address Collection Notice for parents/guardians
Each family will receive information today from the Australian Government Dept of Education, Skills and
Employment regarding the upcoming collection of family information from our school records.
Calling for Catering Volunteers – St Mary’s School P & F
Through out the year our P & F association are often asked to cater for differing events as a fundraising event for our
School.

They would like to compile a list of people who are able to volunteer their time and or baking abilities for these
occasions.
If you are able to help out please contact the school office by email admin@smsn.wa.edu.au or SMS 0402332591 or
phone 99967100.
BIRTHDAYS
4 Jan
5 Jan
5 Jan
11 Jan
12 Jan
17 Jan
20 Jan
21 Jan
1 Feb
3 Feb
4 Feb
5 Feb
6 Feb
7 Feb
13 Feb
14 Feb
14 Feb
15 Feb
22 Feb
26 Feb
27 Feb

Isla W
Evie
Bailey
Hamish
Max
Clancy
Jemima
Sonny
Zavier
Mainey
Scarlett
Asha
Danyul
Sunnie
Cole
Tayva
Harry C
Chayse
Isla D
Pat
Grady

TERM DATES 2022
Term 1 Commences
Public Holiday
Term 1 Concludes
Public Holiday
Term 2 Commences
Public Holiday
Term 2 Concludes
Term 3 Commences
Term 3 Concludes
Term 4 Commences
Term 4 Concludes (Children)
Term 4 Concludes (Staff)
STAFF PD DAYS 2022
Tues 26 April
Fri
3 May
Fri
2 July
Mon 18 July
Fri
19 Aug
Mon 10 Oct

Mon 31 Jan
Mon 7 Mar
Thurs 8 April
Mon 25 April
Wed 27 April
Mon 6 June
Fri 1 July
Tues 19 July
Fri 23 Sept
Tues 11 Oct
Fri 9 Dec
Fri 16 Dec

PARISH NEWS
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C
The words of Jesus we hear in today’s Gospel are very challenging:”love your enemies, do good to those who persecute you,
freely part with your possessions and money, do not judge, forgive”. In brief, we are asked to imitate the unconditional
compassion and love of God. The challenge is great but so is the reward. The more we give to others, the more richly we are
blessed.
Synod of Bishops
People around the world have been participating in an international conversation about the Catholic Church. You are invited
to join the discussion, helping shape a major global meeting in 2023. You have one more week to make a submission to your
local consultation for the international Synod on Synodality, calling the People of God to walk together in our mission as
Christians. Find out more at: https://catholic.org.au/synodalchurch
Our Sick; Pray for Fr. Robert O’Bryan, Fr. Brian Ahern, Nell Cripps, Col Constantine, Jean Williams, Paul & Marjorie Leeson,
Jo Mattens, Maud Brown, Betty Thompson, Sue Gravranish, and all the residents of Brookview
Our Dead: Please remember in your prayers the soul of Biddy Maver whose anniversary occurs this week.
Mission Opportunities Overseas-Supporting Sustainable International Love – Palms Australia
Getting involved in people centred Human Development as an invited guest means humbly putting your person and your
skills at the disposal of your trusted hosts. You will be a stranger in the place and for six months a Pilgrim learning the
wisdom of local ways. Palms Australia has 60 years of experience preparing and assisting Australians to learn and pass on
their skills in another culture. Is one of our assignments your opportunity to Reach Beyond? Find out more:
https://palms.org.au or phone 0422 742 567. Join the online forum session at 5:30pm AEDT on Thursday 17 March and
engage with a panel of Palms most experienced Program Participants.
FOR SALE – YUNA CHURCH AND LAND
The Catholic Community of Yuna is seeking expressions of interest for the sale of the Yuna Church and associated land,
located at Victoria Location 7614 and being Lot 14 on Diagram 18476, 3 acres in area. The Church is a solid double brick
and Marseille tile building, opened on 22 October 1967, consisting of a porch, the main body of the church, a confessional,
the sanctuary and two sacristies off the sanctuary, approximately to be upgraded. The church would suit project conversion
to a house. The associated land is sandy gravel and lightly wooded. Expressions 170 square meters in area. There is a brick
male and female outdoor toilet but work would be required to make them functional. The church has access to mains power.
Water is supplied from a rain water tank but only feeds a sink in the church. Plumbing is limited and needs of interest should
include an offer for the property. Please contact Fr Robert Cross at the Diocesan Office (Ph: 99213221) for further
information or to arrange and inspection of the property.

COMMUNITY NEWS

What can we recycle here at St Mary’s?
Plastic Lids
Scrap paper
Bread clips
Ring pulls
Egg cartons
Cardboard boxes
Newspaper
Recycling station is in the Flexi room and students are encouraged to bring in these items
from home.

Recycling glass
saves 75% of the
energy need to
create a new glass
from raw
materials.

Regularly check for leaking taps
by turning off all taps and
equipment which uses water
like washing machines

