NEWSLETTER

03 March 2022

St Mary’s School

Faith – Respect – Challenge - Teamwork
From Mr Will…
Dear Parents and Community Members,
Welcome to Week 5, mid-term, it is hard to believe we are here already and how much can change in 5 weeks. I bet
summer holidays feels like an age ago!
Works to School
Keen observers would have noticed that we have had a great many limestone blocks delivered to the school
yesterday. Our work begins around our K.PP playground and container area over the long weekend. This is the
culmination of many months of planning since the cyclone to restore these areas to be better than before. The
retaining works allow for another playground to be constructed in the K.PP playground and to tidy up the area in
front of the containers, along with a Presbytery Memorial Garden.
Intervention Program
The vision of our school is centred on creating learning experiences for students that allow them to achieve at their
level, to ensure growth throughout the year. As part of this Vision, we started Mini-Lit, a Literacy intervention
program in 2020 focussed on students in Year 1 and 2. From mid-2021 we extended this to include a Learning
Support Coordinator, Mrs Aimee Carson. From the beginning of this year we increased Aimee’s role to 4 days,
which now covers the breadth of the school’s intervention needs, Aimee also supports teachers in the class and with
the writing of their Individual Learning Plan documents. This is a great step forward for our school to ensure that
each child is catered for at St Mary’s and I know our staff and students are already feeling the benefit of this
initiative.
COVID Update - Mask Mandate
I am sure you have been inundated with many updates regarding the Health directions set down by the Chief
Health Officer. I have just come in from speaking to our Year 3-6 students regarding the directions. They have been
extremely mature about the whole process, which has been great to see.
We do have a supply of masks for any students who forget to bring theirs, or don’t have one for a particular day.
The supply is limited, so I strongly suggest purchasing a reusable mask, which are more comfortable for children.
Please remember cloth masks need to washed regularly.
With all COVID related news, as I receive updates, I will endeavour to pass these on as quickly and efficiently as
possible.
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From the Mr Will cont…
Parent/Teacher Interviews
Over the past two weeks teachers have been conducting phone meetings with
parents. The start of the school year involves a great deal of testing to ensure
each child is receiving learning at their appropriate level. These tests also
determine if any students require intervention. The interviews are designed to
give all parents a snapshot of their child’s progress to date, highlight areas of
success and those that may need more focus. If you don’t already have your
interview booked, please contact the school.
Baby Theo
Please see below for our first glimpse at baby Theo with doting siblings, Orlaith and Hamish. Congratulations to the
whole Connolly Family on their new addition.
Look after yourselves and each other,
Ben
2022 Update Student Details
Each family has received a printout of their children/s enrolment and medical condition details, please check these,
make any changes required on the form and sign and return to the school office as soon as possible.
Calling for Catering Volunteers – St Mary’s School P & F
Through out the year our P & F association are often asked to cater for differing events as a fundraising event for our
School.
They would like to compile a list of people who are able to volunteer their time and or baking abilities for these
occasions.
If you are able to help out please contact the school office by email admin@smsn.wa.edu.au or SMS 0402332591 or
phone 99967100.

TERM DATES 2022
Term 1 Commences
Public Holiday
Term 1 Concludes
Public Holiday
Term 2 Commences
Public Holiday
Term 2 Concludes
Term 3 Commences
Term 3 Concludes
Term 4 Commences
Term 4 Concludes (Children)
Term 4 Concludes (Staff)

Mon 31 Jan
Mon 7 Mar
Thurs 8 April
Mon 25 April
Wed 27 April
Mon 6 June
Fri 1 July
Tues 19 July
Fri 23 Sept
Tues 11 Oct
Fri 9 Dec
Fri 16 Dec

STAFF PD DAYS 2022
Please note: that the dates below have been corrected as there was an error in our previous newsletter.
Tues
Fri

26 April
3 June

(Fri 2 July removed)

Mon
Fri
Mon

18 July
19 Aug
10 Oct

BIRTHDAYS
March 2
March 6
March 6
March 14
March 18

Easton
Olivia
Jaxon
Tait S
Nate R

Every year, about a
million sea
creatures die
because of the
plastics disposed
into the ocean.

DID YOU KNOW??
Water dissolves more
substances than any other
liquid.

MERIT CERTIFICATE RECIPIENTS
Congratulations to the Merit Certificate recipients for Term One, Week Four
Year KPP
Alice
Alice you are such a delightful student. These past few weeks you have made us all smile with your quirky comments and colourful
personality. It is a wonderful human attribute to always be yourself, and you model this so graciously. We are learning the Fruit of the Spirit
in Religion, and you effortlessly demonstrate all the fruit’s of the spirt each day. Your presence is enchanting and thank you for being a kind
and caring class member. You make our classroom such a happy place.
Max
You have settled in so well to your Kindergarten classroom. The classroom rules are very different to home, and the new routines are a bit
challenging, which you found quite hard to follow at the start. However, you have tried so hard to ask polite questions, sit for a length of
time on the mat, and follow our classroom rules. You are showing such a big improvement each day, and we love having you in the
classroom. Keep on trying hard Max. Super job!
Year 1/2
Hamish
Congratulations, Hamish, on an excellent start to the year. You are an exceptional new member of our classroom and school
community. Hamish, you are a delight to teach, and your enthusiasm of learning is contagious. You have excelled yourself
in all learning areas and I look forward to a year of having you in the classroom. Keep up your excellent effort!
Julian
Congratulations, Julian, on a wonderful start to the year! You are a delightful new member of our classroom and school community. Julian,
you are a kind and considerate classmate. You have proven to be a motivated learner, and we are lucky to have you. Keep up your
amazing effort!
Year 3/4
Isla D
The great start you have had here at St Mary’s. Isla, you are a delight to have in the class. You always start your work quickly and quietly,
setting a fantastic example for the rest of the class to follow. In addition, you show great initiative within the classroom, helping out your
peers and organising those around you. Keep up this amazing work ethic, Isla!
Patrick
What a start to the year, Patrick! I was absolutely blown away during our lesson on complete sentences and fragments. Patrick you were
able to tell me if a sentence was a complete sentence or a fragment, if there were parts missing from the sentence and you were also able
to turn a fragment into a complete sentence with ease. Well done, Pat!
Zac
The tremendous effort and work done during Math’s this year. Zac, you have soaked up every bit of information in our math lessons on
place value, including odd and even. You are able to read, write, order and classify numbers into the tens of thousands. You are smashing
it, Zac. Keep it up!
Year 5/6
Anna
For your enthusiastic and industrious approach to all activities. I love how you are having a go in all tasks. Each morning, you enter the
class with a smile, and prepare for the day without a fuss. This shows me that you want to be organised, and ready to learn. An excellent
start to Year 5, Anna. I am looking forward to seeing you grow in your learning this year, I am so proud of you. Way to go, Anna!
Hanna
For maintaining a high standard of work and for the extra detail you put into the presentation of your work. Hanna, thank you for being such
a reliable and responsible student, –always willing to work hard at tasks, tackle new challenges and always trying your best. I cannot wait
to see your achievements throughout the year. Congratulations, Hanna!
Tremaine
For setting into Year 5 with ease. Your empathy for others and your enthusiasm for learning is something you should be proud of.
Tremaine, you are a responsible and independent learner and you are always willing to lend a helping hand, with schoolwork and
classroom jobs. Thank you for being such a reliable and friendly class member. I am looking forward to seeing you grow in all areas of your
learning this year. Way to go, Mainey!

PARISH NEWS
First Sunday of Lent – Year C
The temptations experienced by Jesus in the wilderness were not temptations to moral evil as we usually understand it. They
were not temptations to steal or murder or commit adultery. They were far more subtle; to test God. During Lent, let us take
some time to examine our own attitudes: are we giving priority to God or in subtle ways putting ourselves first and God
second.
Project Compassion: Anatercia 12, was struggling to cope with adult responsibilities after her father died. Then she
participated in Caritas Australia’s Supported Training and gained access to psychosocial supports. Now her quality of life
has improved, and she can focus on school. Please donate to Project Compassion 2022 to help young people succeed
in the future and bring stability to vulnerable youth like Anatercia. Together we can help vulnerable communities face
their today’s challenges and build a better tomorrow donation boxes and envelopes available from the church, by For
All Future Generations. We invite you to donate through Project Compassion visiting lent.caritas.org.au or by calling 1800
024 413.
Synod of Bishops: People around the world have been participating in an international conversation about the Catholic
Church. You are invited to join the discussion, helping shape a major global meeting in 2023. You have one more week to
make a submission to your local consultation for the international Synod on Synodality, calling the People of God to walk
together in our mission as Christians. Find out more at https://catholic.org.au/synodalchurch
Our Sick; Pray for Fr. Robert O’Bryan, Fr. Brian Ahern, Nell Cripps, Col Constantine, Jean Williams, Paul & Marjorie Leeson,
Jo Mattens, Maud Brown, Betty Thompson, Sue Gravranish, and all the residents of Brookview
Our Dead: Please remember in your prayers the souls of Beckmann family members whose anniversaries occur during this
month.
Lenten Messages: Copies of the Lenten Messages from both Pope Francis and Bishop Michael are available at the back of
the church.
A Prayer for Ukraine
Gracious God, we pray for the people of Ukraine suffering from war. May they be held in your loving care and protection and
given the strength to endure their suffering and hardship. Transform the hearts and minds of those who perpetuate the
violence and oppression. Grant wisdom to world leaders in advancing efforts toward peace; may they not be compromised by
self-interest and blind indifference. We ask all this through the intercession of Our Lady of Perpetual Help and in the name of
your Son Jesus and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNITY NEWS

What can we recycle here at St Mary’s?
Plastic Lids
Scrap paper
Bread clips
Ring pulls
Egg cartons
Cardboard boxes
Newspaper
Recycling station is in the Flexi room and students are encouraged to bring in these items
from home.

Northampton Junior Netball
SATURDAY NETBALL REGISTRATION
We are now calling for all junior netballers wishing to play in the Geraldton Saturday
morning competition in term 2 & 3 to register their names by Monday 7th March 2021.
Training - 4pm Friday @ Northampton Community Centre
Games—Saturday mornings in Geraldton, Years 2-6 (numbers permitting).
Please contact Naomi Simpson on 0488341220 or naomisimpson@westnet.com.au

