NEWSLETTER

29 July 2022

St Mary’s School

Faith – Respect – Challenge - Teamwork
From Mr Will…
Dear Parents and Community Members,
With a bang!
Well, the holidays have been and gone and we are right back into the
busyness of Term 3. We have so much going on this term with sports
carnivals, STEM showcases, Numero Tournaments, assemblies not to
mention all the learning taking place in our classes. I look at the term
calendar on a daily basis, and it is beyond full, but that also means lots of
opportunities for our students to shine.
NAIDOC
We have been celebrating NAIDOC week this week in so many fantastic ways.
Our students have been completed activities in class, such as leaning Nhanda
language and recreating Dreamtime stories. Our Year 3-6 students were
privileged to visit the Northampton Old School yesterday to listen, learn and
participate in the celebrations of NAIDOC firsthand. Today, we rounded out
the week with a NAIDOC themed Liturgy. The children spoke about their
responsibility to ensure the oldest living culture in the world is celebrated. I
have been so proud this week of how our school has honoured Indigenous
culture across all our classes.
STEM
For those of you who aren’t aware, STEM is an acronym for Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. Arts is also thrown in when STEM
becomes STEAM. Essentially STEM is about children thinking critically about
the world and working on solutions to solve problems. It is an engaging way
to teach, as it integrates many learning areas and links to students interests.
As a school we have been extremely successful in teaching STEM in recent
years, under the guidance of Mrs Lang. You would remember last year the
team of Grady, Lola and Danyul won the national STEM MAD (Making A
Difference) Challenge. As a result, these students are representing St Mary’s
CEWA and WA at the National Catholic Education Conference in Melbourne
this September. This is such a fantastic opportunity for our school and
students!
We have also found out that the ‘Flying Ambulance’ group, made up of
Gabby, Isla D, Isla W and Jemima have been chosen to represent the
Geraldton Diocese at this year’s National MAD STEM Showcase. STEM is very
much alive and well at St Mary’s!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Week 3
Wed 3 Aug
Thurs 4 Aug

Fri 5 Aug
Week 4
Wed 10 Aug

Bishops Religious
Literacy Testing Yr 5
Bishops Religious
Literacy Testing Yr 3
First Eucharist Parent
Info Session 3.30pm
NCVISSA Cross
Country Binnu Yr 3-6

Fri 12 Aug

STEM Showcase
Catholic Centre
Geraldton Yr 3-4
School Board Meeting
6.00pm
NEWSLETTER
Yr 3-4 Assembly
2.30pm
Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Mass 9.00am

Week 5
Mon 15 Aug
Wed 17 Aug

P & F Meeting TBC
School Photo Day

REMINDER
Online LUNCH
ORDERS need
to be in by
10AM please.

From the Mr Will cont…
COVID-19
It seems that we are experiencing another round of COVID-19 outbreaks. You would have received a letter highlighting the
importance of masks. Masks are not mandated but encouraged and we have stores of masks available in the office. We also
have 20 RAT’s available for every child. If you require these, please contact the school.
School Works
After almost a year of waiting we finished our new basketball court over the holidays. As you know this has been a huge
project for the school and has involved significant funds from grants and insurance payouts. As a result of this hard work,
we have replaced this court for approximately $6500, which is around 10% of the total cost of replacing a basketball court.
Thank you to all involved for their extraordinary effort. The first day of the term, was a very happy one, as we had many
many children playing on the court, and we had no broken bones…..just 1 sprain!

The Kindy Playground is also almost completed, with some expert guidance from Mr Ben Cripps over the holidays. We
worked into the night as only good tradesmen do! We just have a little more sand to fill in and this will be ready to go.

Mr Jayden Warr is also coming this Sunday and I will once again strap on the tool belt, to finish our new cubby house. I can’t
wait to show the kids on Monday!
Footy
The tipping ladder is a constant focus in the Will household at the moment. I have been telling myself to be brave and go
for some real roughies (West Coast this week??), but my strategic focus keeps holding me back. Mrs Smith is my tip to run
up the ladder late, she always is one step ahead of the pack. I think the top 3 is out of reach, but we can all dream.
Until next time,
Ben

Calling for Catering Volunteers – St Mary’s School P & F
Throughout the year our P & F association are often asked to cater differing events as fundraising for our School.
They would like to compile a list of people who are able to volunteer their time and or baking abilities for these occasions.
If you are able to help out please contact the school office, admin@smsn.wa.edu.au or SMS 0402332591 or ph 99967100.

TERM DATES 2022
Term 3 Concludes
Term 4 Commences
Term 4 Concludes (Children)
Term 4 Concludes (Staff)

Fri 23 Sept
Tues 11 Oct
Fri 9 Dec
Fri 16 Dec

STAFF PD DAYS 2022
Mon

10 Oct

BIRTHDAYS
23 July
28 July
4 August
4 August
10 August

Savannah
Marissa
Corbin
Blake
Gigi

Jewellery Reminder
Just a reminder on what is permissible for the students to wear to school. Following is the extract from our parent
handbook.
6.4
Jewellery
The following jewellery is permitted to be worn at St Mary’s:
•
One set of sleepers or studs in each ear
•
Wrist watch
•
Signet ring
•
Religious medal attached to a necklace
School Photos
The individual forms for students were sent home yesterday. Please complete these and return to the school office as soon
as possible. Photo day is 17 August.
There are Sibling photo order forms available to collect from the school office if you require family photos.

An average Australian
family produces
around 400 kilograms
of waste materials
annually.

DID YOU KNOW
Sound travels almost 5
times faster underwater
than in air.

Cross Country Results
2022

Champion

Runner Up

Kindy Girl

Gigi

Isabella

Kindy Boy

Cole

Max

PrePrimary Girl

Keely

Peyton

PrePrimary Boy

Cayle

Ollie

Yr 1 Girl

Evie

-

Yr 1 Boy

Sonny

Bailey

Yr 2 Girl

Asha

Amarhiiya

Yr 2 Boy

Zavier

Finn

Yr 3 Girl

Layla

Lennix

Yr 3 Boy

Nate

Kayden

Yr 4 Girl

Gabrielle

-

Yr 4 Boy

Blake

Zac

Yr 5 Girl

Isla

Olivia

Yr 5 Boy

Grady

Rawley

Yr 6 Girl

Taylor

Savannah

Yr 6 Boy

Rhys

Billy

SPIRIT AWARD

Rawley

PARISH NEWS
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time– Year C
Today we reflect on the call we all have to love God by
sharing what we have with others. The rich man in today’s
Gospel chooses foolishly to hoard his possessions. If we
are prepared to risk putting what we have at the service of
others, we may find ourselves poor in material terms but
rich in the eyes of God. A treasure awaits us in heaven,
along with many blessings in this life.
Today we will be having a Celebration of the Word.
A Big Thank You to the students of St Mary’s school and
members of our church community who contributed to the
purchase of our new stick vacuum cleaner. It will be
appreciated very much by our by our cleaning roster
members.
Our Sick; Pray for Fr. Larry Rodillas, John Constantine,
Nell Cripps, Col Constantine, Jean Williams, Paul Leeson,
Jo Mattens, Betty Thompson, Sue Gravranish, and all the
residents of Brookview
Palms Australia Once again Australian Catholics are
being offered deep re-engagement with our sisters and
brothers globally. Covid challenged our ability to reach
beyond but now you can again consider Mission
opportunities abroad. If you respond to the call to share
your skills; to mentor those with little other opportunity,
you will be prepared and supported by Palms Australia
who have engaged Australian Catholics in this mission
since 1961.Enquire online or Ph: 0422 742 567 about a
placement to engage your skills and Register for a
Webinar on Monday August 1st at 7:00 pm for the chance
to talk directly with Palms’ partner communities abroad
and two Australian program participants recently posted to
work with them. Invite your friends. The stories will
inspire.
Holy Land Pilgrimage – A journey in the footsteps of Jesus. Visiting Jordan, Israel/Palestine, Egypt and Dubai.
15th January 2023 – January 29th 2023 (14 Nights/15 Days)
Highlights:
•All accommodation in 4/5 star hotels (twin share)Single rooms on request with extra charges
•Daily breakfast, lunch & dinner
•All tips and porter charges
•Holy Eucharist celebrated at all significant holy sites
•Gala Dinner before the Final Departure
•AC Multi-Axle Volvo Coaches with Wi-Fi on board for transfers and tours with expert English speaking Guide
•All entrance fees to the holy sites and other places of adventure all inclusive.
•Return Airfare (Emirates Airlines)
•Well experienced Travel Manager accompanies the tour.
All inclusive Cost for the Pilgrimage is AUD $5375
Limited Seats Contact Fr. Bernard 0427 005 610 or Fr. Jeevan 0418 243 489 or email: frbernard@westnet.com.au or
oasistvla@gmail.co

COMMUNITY NEWS

What can we recycle here at St Mary’s?
Plastic Lids
Scrap paper
Bread clips
Ring pulls
Egg cartons
Cardboard boxes
Newspaper
Recycling station is in the Flexi room and students are encouraged to bring in these items
from home.

