
 

 

               

   

 

 
Hello St Mary’s Community, 
Welcome to another wonderful year at St Mary’s! I hope the summer 
holidays brought you plenty of rest, joy, and maybe even a chance to escape 
the seriously hot weather we’ve been having. Whether you spent your break 
travelling, relaxing at home, or cooling off at the beach or pool, I can’t wait 
to hear all about it as we settle into Term One. 
 
A very warm welcome to all our new families joining us for the first time in 
2026, it's a blessing to have you as part of our St Mary’s community. And to 
all our returning families, it’s fantastic to see you back. We’re excited to 
continue building on the strong, supportive community that makes St 
Mary’s such a special place. 
 
We also welcome our new staff members who join our dedicated team this 
year. We look forward to the energy, expertise, and heart you will bring to our 
school. 
 
Parent Information Night & 2026 ACM – Save the Date 
We invite all families to attend our Annual Community Meeting and Parent 
Information Evening on Wednesday, 11 February. 
This is a fantastic opportunity to meet your child’s teacher, hear about 
classroom routines and expectations, and connect with our school 
community. 
Schedule: 

• 5:30pm – 5:45pm: K/PP 
• 5:45pm – 6:00pm: Year 1/2 
• 6:00pm: 2025 Annual Community Meeting 
• 6:45pm – 7:00pm: Year 3/4 
• 7:00pm – 7:15pm: Year 5/6 

Afterwards, please join us in the undercover area for light refreshments and 
a chance to meet other families. We’d love to see everyone there! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Week 2 
Tues 10 Feb SWIMMING 

LESSONS 

 

Wed 11 Feb Parent/Teacher 

Information Meetings 

School/P&F ACM 

 5:30pm K/PP  

 5:45pm Year 1.2  

 6:00pm ACMs 

 6:45pm Year 3.4  

7:00pm Year 5.6 

 

Thur 12 Feb SWIMMING 

LESSONS 

 

Fri 13 Feb CENSUS DAY 

Week 3 

Mon 16 Feb SWIMMING 

LESSONS 

 

Tues 17 Feb Shrove Tuesday 

 

Wed 18 Feb Ash Wednesday 

 SAC Meeting 5pm 

Week 4 

Fri 27 Feb Assembly - Merit 

Certificates 
 Newsletter 

Week 5 

Mon 02 Mar Labour Day Public 

Holiday 

 

Fri 06 Mar Faction Swimming 

Carnival 

 

REMINDER 

Online LUNCH 

ORDERS need 

to be in by 

10AM please. 



 

 

From  Mr Love cont… 
Partnering for Progress 
This year, we’re introducing Partnering for Progress, a renewed focus on strengthening the way we communicate and 
work with our parent community—the first and most important educators in every child’s life.  
We know that when families and the school stay connected and informed, children feel more supported and 
confident in their learning. With more opportunities for casual catchups, community events, and open-door 
conversations, we hope to build trust, deepen relationships, and walk alongside one another in supporting each 
child’s growth. Together, through honest and consistent communication, we can continue to create a school 
environment where every student can flourish. 
 
250th Anniversary of the Presentation Sisters 
This year, we come together to celebrate the 250th anniversary of the founding of the Presentation Sisters. On 
Christmas Eve in 1775, in Cork, Ireland, Nano Nagle, together with her three companions—Mary Ann Collins, Mary 
Fouhy, and Elizabeth Burke—established a religious community in response to God’s call to dedicate their lives to 
bringing the light of hope to people living in darkness. 
The Presentation Sisters went on to shape Catholic education across many communities, including the Geraldton 
Diocese. Today, we proudly honour their courage, faith, and unwavering commitment, and we continue to stand on 
their shoulders as we carry forward their mission through Catholic education. 
Throughout the year, our school will begin acknowledging and celebrating this momentous milestone with a range of 
special initiatives. Stay tuned as we recognise and honour the remarkable legacy of the Presentation Sisters in our 
community. 
 
Staffing 2026 
As communicated to the community over the holiday period, Mrs Jo Haynes has made the decision to prioritise some 
important health and wellbeing considerations and will be stepping away from her contracted two-day Science 
teaching role. This was not an easy decision for Jo, as she shared how quickly she has come to feel that there is 
something truly special about our school community during her short time with us. The school fully supports Jo’s 
decision, and recruitment is now underway for a specialist Science teacher to join our team. 
 
We are very fortunate that Jo will continue in her role as Students with Disabilities Coordinator, where her extensive 
experience and deep commitment will continue to make a significant difference. 
For the first half of the term, Mrs Helen Bonnell has generously offered to teach Science. Helen brings a wealth of 
expertise to the role, having taught at St Lawrence’s, Bluff Point, and St Francis Xavier in Geraldton. We are grateful for 
her willingness to step in and support our students during this transition. 
 
Staying Connected in 2026 
This year, we will continue with a tri-weekly newsletter. With fewer newsletters, you will notice an increased use of 
Seesaw for classroom specific updates and direct messaging communication from the office. Please also keep an eye 
on our school Facebook page for weekly reminders, important dates, and snapshots of life at St Mary’s. 
 
Census Day – Friday, 13 February 
Census Day is an important date for school funding and student data. All students from Pre-primary to Year Six are 
required to be present. If your child is away, please send through a written explanation. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 
 



 

 

Making a Splash in Week Two and Week Three 
With the weather as warm as it’s been, it’s perfect timing for swimming lessons! Students from PP–6 will begin their 
lessons next week.  

- Tuesday Week Two 
- Thursday Week Two 
- Monday Week Three 

Parents, please ensure all swimming items—towels, bathers, goggles, rashies, and uniforms—are clearly labelled to 
avoid the yearly avalanche of lost property. If you have any questions, the office is here to help. 
 
Whole School Mass – A Beautiful Beginning 
We gathered this morning for our Whole School Liturgy to mark the beginning of the school year. Thank you to Father 
Bernard, Miss Miotti, and the staff who helped prepare such a thoughtful celebration. Families are always welcome at 
our liturgical events, please refer to the Term Calendar for upcoming dates. 
 
Medical Information 
To keep all students safe, please ensure the school has up to date medical information for your child. If there have 
been any changes, or if your child has a new medical condition, please contact the office as soon as possible. 
Student records and medical details will be sent home shortly. Please review these carefully and update where 
necessary.  
 
Code of Conduct – A Community of Respect 
At St Mary’s, we pride ourselves on fostering a safe, respectful, and supportive community. Our Codes of Conduct for 
students, parents, and staff help guide behaviour and ensure a positive environment for all. The Parent Code of 
Conduct applies to all families, volunteers, and visitors. You can find the full document on the school website. 
 
Good News Story 
We are delighted to share the wonderful news that Mrs Rene Adelaar is expecting a baby. This is such a joyful time for 
Rene and Jacques, and our whole school community joins in celebrating this special milestone with them both. We 
look forward to supporting Rene in the months ahead and sharing in the excitement as she prepares to welcome her 
little one. Congratulations, Rene, your school family is thrilled for you! 
 

Take care,  

 

Brett 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Term Dates 2026                Pupil Free Days 2026 

Term 1         Monday 20 April Staff PD Day 
Mon 02 Feb  Commences     Friday 26 June  Staff PD Day 
Thurs 02 April   Finishes     Monday July 20 Staff PD Day 
Term 2         Friday Sept 25  Staff PD Day 
Tues 21 April  Commences         
Fri 03 July  Finishes 
Term 3 
Tues 21 July  Commences 
Thurs 24 Sep   Finishes - Students 
Term 4 
Mon 12 Oct   Commences 
Fri 11 Dec  Finishes – Students 
 

Public Holidays 2026 
Mon  Mar 02  Labour Day 
Fri April 03 Good Friday 
Mon  April 06 Easter Monday 
Mon April 27 ANZAC Day Public Holiday 
Mon June 01 WA Day 
Mon Sept 28 King’s Birthday 
Fri Dec 25  Christmas Day 
Mon  Dec 28  Boxing Day Public Holiday 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
02 Jan   Trem 
05 Jan  Evie 
05 Jan  Bailey 
06 Jan  Clancie 
12 Jan   Max  
14 Jan  Harry (Yr5) 
20 Jan  Harvey 
01 Feb  Zavier 
04 Feb  Scarlett 
05 Feb  Asha 
22 Jan  Mrs Smith 
28 Jan  Mrs Box 
 
 

2026 TERM ONE PLANNER 

Please find the 2026 Term One Planner at the end of this newsletter for your reference. 
 

SPORTS UNIFORM DAYS 
A reminder, our usual sport uniform days are Thursday and Friday. 
 

2026 SCHOOL FEES AND UNIFORM ACCOUNTS 
2026 School Fees will be issued in Week 3. Attached there will be a form to complete if you wish to pay your 
school fees via a Payment Plan. Existing Payment Plans can continue.  

DID YOU KNOW? 

Australia’s recycling 
rate has improved by 

57% in 15 years 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Cucumbers are 
96% water 

 



 

 

2026 STUDENT DETAIL AND MEDICAL RECORD 
Each family will receive a copy of their Full Student Details Report/s and Medical Records next week along with 
the Collection of Student Images, Movie Permission and IT Usage Agreement forms. Please check and if 
necessary, update the details on the Student Detail Report and sign and return this and the permission slips to 
the school office by Friday 19 February 2026. 
If you need to advise the school of new medicals details, please request a form from the school office. 
 

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDER DAYS 
Please note, lunch orders will only be available from The Shearing Shed Café on MONDAY, TUESDAY AND 
WEDNESDAY. Tuesday is “Treat Tuesday”. Please use the BOPPLE App to order children’s lunches on these 
days. Please remember, orders need to be in before 10am. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                              



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY / SUNDAY

26 27 28 29 30 31

AUSTRALIA DAY PUBLIC SCHOOL OFFICE OPEN 9AM TO 3PM

JAN HOLIDAY

STAFF COMMISSIONING

WEEK 0 MASS SCHOOL OPENS AT

12PM 1

FEB

2 3 4 5 6 7

STUDENTS COMMENCE BEGINNING OF YEAR 

FEB MASS 9.00am

WEEK 1

8

FEB

NEWSLETTER

9 10 Parent/Teacher 11 12 13 14

SWIMMING LESSONS INFORMATION NIGHT AND SWIMMING LESSONS SCHOOL CENSUS DAY

FEB SCHOOL/P&F ACMs

5:30: K/PP

WEEK 2 5:45: Yr 1/2

6:00: ACMs 15

FEB 6:45: Yr 3/4

7:00 Yr 5/6

16 17 LENT 18 19 20 21

SWIMMING LESSONS SHROVE TUESDAY ASH WEDNESDAY

FEB

WEEK 3

1st SUNDAY OF 22

FEB LENT

SAC MEETING 5pm

LENT 23 24 25 26 27 28

FEB

WEEK 4

ASSEMBLY 2nd SUNDAY OF 1

MAR MERIT CERTIFICATES LENT

NEWSLETTER

LENT 2 3 4 5 6 7

LABOUR DAY PUBLIC

MAR HOLIDAY FACTION SWIMMING

CARNIVAL

WEEK 5

3rd SUNDAY OF 8

MAR LENT

LENT 9 10 11 12 13 14

MAR

WEEK 6

4th SUNDAY OF 15

MAR LENT

NAPLAN Years 3 & 5

LENT 16 17 18 19 20 21

ST PATRICK'S DAY RECONCILIATION

MAR RETREAT

WEEK 7

ASSEMBLY Yr 1.2 CLASS 5th SUNDAY OF 22

MAR PERFORMANCE LENT

MERIT CERTIFICATES

NAPLAN Years 3 & 5

NEWSLETTER

LENT 23 24 25 26 27 28

MAR NCVISSA SWIMMING

CARNIVAL

WEEK 8

SACRAMENT OF FIRST PALM SUNDAY 29

MAR RECONCILIATION 9.00am Yr 3

RECONCILIATION Yr 4,5,6

LENT 30 31 1 2 GOOD FRIDAY 3 EASTER 4

SATURDAY

MAR STAFF/STUDENTS LAST 

DAY

WEEK 9

5

APRIL

NEWSLETTER

TERM PLANNER TERM ONE 2026


