NEWSLETTER

27 February 2026

St Mawry’s School

Fm/z%/ Respect - Challenge - Teamwork

Hello St Mary’s Community,

The past few weeks have been a whirlwind of activity as students and staff
have worked together to set the tone for a positive and productive year. It
has been wonderful to see our students settling in, relationships
strengthening, and a genuine sense of support and connection growing
across our staff. Thank you to everyone who has contributed to such a

strong start to 2026.

As previously shared, we are pleased to welcome Riley McDonald to our
staff team in Term Two. Riley will be joining us while Mrs Rene Adelaar is on
maternity leave throughout 2026. We are confident that Riley’s warm
presence and enthusiasm will be a valuable addition to St Mary’s, and we
look forward to having him on board.

| would also like to express our sincere gratitude to Mrs Helen Bonnell for
stepping in at short notice to support our Science program over the first five
weeks of term. Her willingness to help ensured continuity of learning for our
students, and we are deeply appreciative of her professionalism and
commitment.

As we move further into the term, | look forward to continuing our
partnership with families as we work together to create a vibrant, inclusive,

and supportive learning environment for every student.
Faction Swimming Carnival

Next Friday, 6 March, we will hold our Faction Swimming Carnival. This year,
all events will take place in the Indoor Pool or Leisure Pool due to ongoing
maintenance at the Aquarena. Event One will begin at 10:00am. Thank you
to all parents who have volunteered their assistance, it is greatly

appreciated.

Faction Captains: Nagle: Hunter and Harry Asha and Hudson

*Please be advised, no records will be kept for 50m events*
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2026 School Improvement Goals
As we begin the new year, our Quality Catholic School Improvement Plan once again serves as the foundation for
many of our initiatives and decision-making. This plan keeps us focused on what we want to achieve. By continuing to
align our goals and daily practices with this shared vision, we ensure that our work remains on track and purposeful.
Catholic Identity
e 250-Year Presentation Sisters Jubilee — Launch of STM’s Student Lantern Awards to celebrate our school
values and build awareness of Nano Nagle’s mission during this Jubilee year.
Education
e Evidence-Based Practice - Embed literacy and numeracy strategies informed by class and individual data.
¢ Reduce In-School Variability - Implement STM’s Literacy and Numeracy Position Papers consistently across
classrooms.
e Student Voice - Reintroduce STM’s student ministries to promote leadership, ownership, and student agency.

e Cultural Competency - Embed inclusive, respectful practices aligned with STM’s Cultural Competency
Position Paper.
e Partnering for Progress — Strengthen authentic, collaborative relationships with families, parish, and the
wider community.
Stewardship
e STMs Sustainability Action Plan - Embed Laudato Si’ principles to promote ecological responsibility and
whole-school sustainability practises.
Further details can be found in our School Improvement Plan on the St Mary’s website.

Parent Information Night & ACM
A sincere thank you to all families who attended our Parent Information Evening and the SAC and P&F AGMs. We are
pleased to confirm full membership for our 2026 School Advisory Council and P&F Executive.
School Advisory Council
e Chair: Paula Wilson
¢ Vice Chair/Secretary: Grace Williams
e Treasurer: Jerome Drew
e Members: Fletcher Williams, Josh Carson, Derryn Cotterill, Fr. Bernard
P&F Executive
e President: Alex Teakle (Terms 1 & 4), Tiffany Box (Terms 2 & 3)
e Vice President: Katerina Cotterill
e Treasurer: Jay Rayner
e Secretary: Hannah Cross
Thank you to all members for your generosity, leadership, and willingness to support our school community.

Uniform Guidelines

As we settle into the term, we ask families to support us in maintaining consistency around school uniform
expectations. We understand occasional challenges arise, and we appreciate communication when this occurs.
Students are welcome to choose from the approved uniform items to suit the climate and their personal preference.
All students, regardless of gender, may wear either the formal uniform or a combination of approved uniform pieces.



Keeping Safe Curriculum 2026
Throughout the year, students will engage with the Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum. While parental
permission is not required under the Education Act (1972), we welcome questions at any time.
Topics include:
e Understanding feelings and personal safety
e Recognising warning signs and risk-taking situations
e Differentiating appropriate and inappropriate touch
o Developing safety networks and knowing when and how to seek help
These essential learning experiences empower students to navigate challenges safely and confidently.

Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF)
The EYLF continues to guide high-quality, play-based learning for our early years. It supports children in their journey
of:
e Belonging - Building relationships with family, community, and culture
e Being - Engaging in meaningful moments and experiences
e Becoming - Developing identity, skills, and dispositions for learning
Our educators work closely with families to honour each child's strengths, interests, and individuality.

Code of Conduct

The St Mary’s School Code of Conduct outlines the minimum expected behaviours to ensure the safety and wellbeing
of all students. A full copy is available on our website:

https://www.smsn.wa.edu.au/codeofconduct/

Season of Lent

We have now entered the Season of Lent, beginning with our Eucharistic celebration on Ash Wednesday. Lent calls us
to prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, encouraging reflection and a renewed focus on the needs of others.

As part of our commitment to Project Compassion, mission boxes have been sent home. We invite families to support
this important initiative.

Good News Story

Congratulations to all students for the positive and resilient way they approached swimming lessons this year!
Despite changes to normal routine, which were out of our hands, our students demonstrated adaptability and
enthusiasm throughout.

A big thank you to all STMs staff for their organisation, flexibility, and support in providing these valuable learning
experiences.

Enjoy the long weekend, everyone.

Take care, Eat a RAINBOW of vegetables everyday!

Different coloured vegetables provide different nutrients for growing bodies. Supplying kids with lots of different coloured
vegies and fruits each day is the best kick-start we can give them for health, growth, and concentration in the classroom.

Brett
RED ORANGE & YELLOW WHITE & BROWN

Cherry tomato, radish, red capsicum, Corn, yellow capsicum, apricots, Cauliflower, nashi pears, mushrooms,
red apple, cherries mandarin, carrots, rockmelon white nectarine, banana

PURPLE
Purple grapes, purple carrots,
es

Sugar snap peas, green apple, pear,
cucumber, broceoli, grapes, frozen peas
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blueberries, plums, blac

Learn more at crunchandsip.com.au CI‘qu[Ch&Sipe



Term Dates 2026 Pupil Free Days 2026

Term 1 Monday 20 April Staff PD Day
Mon 02 Feb Commences Friday 26 June Staff PD Day
Thurs 02 April Finishes Monday July 20 Staff PD Day
Term 2 Friday Sept 25 Staff PD Day
Tues 21 April Commences
Fri 03 July Finishes
Term 3
Tues 21 July Commences
Thurs 24 Sep Finishes - Students
Term4
Mon 12 Oct Commences
Fri 11 Dec Finishes — Students
DID YOU KNOW?
Public Holidays 2026 80% of diseases in
Mon Mar 02 Labour Day developing countries are
Fri  April 03 Good Friday water-related
Mon April 06 Easter Monday
Mon April 27 ANZAC Day Public Holiday
Mon June 01 WA Day
Mon Sept 28 King’s Birthday
Fri Dec 25 Christmas Day
Mon Dec 28 Boxing Day Public Holiday
BIRTHDAYS DID YOU KNOW?
07 Feb James )
11 Feb Hudson Australia ranks among the
13 Feb Cole topmost wasteful nations.
15 Feb Chayse The average Aussie
22 Feb Aubrey generates over 1.5 tonnes
09 Mar Mrs Simpson of waste a year.

2026 SCHOOL FEES AND UNIFORM ACCOUNTS

2026 School Fees will be sent home today. Attached there is a form to complete if you wish to pay your school
fees via a Payment Plan. Existing Payment Plans can continue.

2026 STUDENT DETAIL AND MEDICAL RECORD

Each family has received a copy of their Full Student Details Report/s and Medical Records along with the
Collection of Student Images, Movie Permission and IT Usage Agreement forms. Please check and if necessary,
update the details on the Student Detail Report, sign the permission slips and return everything to the school
office as soon as possible. Thank you to those families that have already returned their forms.

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDER DAYS

Lunch orders are available from The Shearing Shed Café on MONDAY, TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY. Tuesday
is “Treat Tuesday”. Use the BOPPLE App to order lunches on these days. Please remember, orders need to be
in before 10am.



incl. trybooking fee

Register for the competition and pay -

www.trybooking.com/DJNDV

or scan the QR code...........

STEP 2:
Join the competition on ESPN website -

www.footytips.com.au

COMPETITION NAME: St Marys PandF
PASSWORD: stmarys6535
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Expecting Parents

Child car seat restraint fitting
Child and Parent Centre - Rangeway
9921 6814 | By appointment
Other providers listed at www.roadwise.asn.au

Antenatal classes (private patients)
St John of God Hospital
9965 8888 | Bookings required

Antenatal classes (public patients)
Geraldton Regicnal Hospital
9956 2222 | Bookings required

Mental health support for expecting and new
parents and their supporters
Forwhen Helpline | 1300 24 23 22 | Week days

Telehealth Parent Education
WA Country Health Service | Bookings required
WACHSBIrtheducation@health.wa.gov.au

Positive Birth, Caesarean & Indigenous Programs
Hypnobirthing Australia via WACHS
WACHSBirthEducation@health.wa.gov.au

Toileting Support

Parenting Line : 7 days (0-18 years)
Ngala | 9368 9368

Child Health Nurse (0-4 years)
WA Country Health Service | 9956 1985
GRAMS | 9956 6555

Toileting Team (0-4 years)
WA Country Health Service
9956 1985 | With referral from nurse

“A Guide to Toileting” workshop
(19 months - 3.5 years)
WA Country Health Service
9921 6814 | Bookings required

Health Appointments & Support

GRAMS 5 days | 9956 6555
Child Health Nurse 5 days | 9956 1985
Health Direct (speak to a Nurse) 1800 022 222

Geraldton Family Counselling Service
(all ages and needs) Ngala | 9921 4477

GRAMS Counselling and Psychology
(child and adult) GRAMS | 9956 6555

Counselling, Psychology (child and adult)
& Family Relationship Counselling
Centacare | 99211433 | By appointment

Counselling, Psychology, Child Counsellor,
Women’s Health Nurse & Family Violence
Support
Desert Blue Connect | 9964 2742 | By appointment

Counselling & Support Groups
Helping Minds | 9427 7100 | Bookings required

Other services
Headspace (12-25 years) | 9943 8111

Private services
In 3 Minds | 0457 324 745
The Grief Ocean | 0447 231180

One-on-one Parenting Chats
Parenting Connecticn Midwest | 99214477

LAMP & Women’s Health Nurse
Desert Blue Connect | 9964 2742

Carers Services
Helping Minds | 9427 7100

Child Psychologists
Centacare Family Services | 99211433
Desert Blue Connect | 9964 2742

Private Services
Tim Milnes | 99218853
Psychsense | 9924 6941
In 3 Minds | 0457 324 745
Bonnie Crosthwaite | 0438 655 936
Psychology West | 0400 292 100
360 Health | 9960 6800
Cobblestone Psychology | 0438 655 936

Sleep Support

Parenting Line : 7 days (0-18 years)
Ngala | 9368 9368
One-on-one Parenting Chats (0-18 years)
Parenting Connection Midwest
99214477 | By appointment

“And so to Sleep” workshop (6 months - 2
years) Ngala | 9921 4477 | Bookings required

Child Health Nurse (0-4 years)
WA Country Health Service | 9956 1985
GRAMS | 9956 6555

Feeding, Solids & Mealtimes

Breastfeeding Helpline (24/7)
Australian Breastfeeding Association | 1800 686 268

Parenting Line : 7 days (0-18 years)
*Ask to speak to the Lactation Consultant*
Ngala | 9386 9368

Child Health Nurse or Feeding Team
(0-4 years) WA Country Health Service | 9956 1985
GRAMS | 9956 6555

“Starting Solids” workshop (4-6 months)
WA Country Health Service
9956 1985 | Bookings required
Lactation (Up to 6 weeks 6 days)
Telehealth, WACHS
WACHSLactationSupportService@health.wa.gov.au
“Happy Mealtimes” workshop (1-8 years)
WA Country Health Service
99216814 | Bookings required
Private Lactation Consultants

Guidance Speech & Feeding | 0437 288 164
Mather Bloom Midwifery | 0417 018 439

Fourth Trimester, Breastfeeding & Early Parenting
Hypnobirthing Australia via WACHS
WACHSBIrthEducation@health.wa.gov.au

Dads & Men

Rural Dads Midwest Region
www.ngala.com.au/program/dadswa

Mental health support for expecting and new
parents and their supporters
Forwhen Helpline | 1300 24 23 22 | Week days

Men’s Hub Centacare | 0460 528 986

Men’s Community Intervention Service
Desert Blue Connect | 9964 2742

SMS4dads text support service
www.sms4dads.com.au

MensLine Australia 1300 78 99 785

h
You're Going to be a Dad
Now You’re a Dad
Circle of Security
DadsWA | DadswA@ngala.com.au

Child Development Services

Child Development Services, Allied Heath
(0-4 years) WA Country Health Service | 9956 2204
GRAMS | 9956 6555

Grandcarer Support

Grandparents Raising Grandchildren
Mission Australia | 9921 5441

Grandcarer Support
Centrelink | 13 62 40

Carers Gateway & Carer’s Support Group
Helping Minds | 9427 7100

Early_Childhood Activities

Playgroups: “Kidz Retreat” & “Playgroup WA release a
list of local playgroups regularly on their Facebook pages
Story Time (0-4): Geraldton Regional Library | 9956 6659
Geraldton Toy Library: www.geraldtontoylibrary.com.au

2026

Early Parent & Mum’'s Groups

CPC Rangeway Early Parent Group (0-3 months)
WA Country Health Service | 9921 6814

SNUGGLES Mum’s Group (0-8 months)
Centacare | 99211433 | Bookings required

St John of God Mum’s Group (0-8 months)
St John of God | 9965 8888 | Bockings required

Desert Blue Connect Mum’s Group
Desert Blue Connect | 9964 2742 | Bookings required

Rhyme Time (0-2 years)
Geraldton Regional Library | 9956 6659

Fourth Trimester, Breastfeeding & Early Parenting
Hypnobirthing Australia via WACHS
WACHSBirthEducation@health.wa.gov.au

Transition to School

Child Health Checks (2 years & as needed)
WA Country Health Service | 9956 1985
GRAMS | 9956 6555

Transition to School Chats
Child and Parent Centre - Rangeway
(or at your scheol's Kindy Orientation)

9921 6814

HIPPY Transition to School Program
(3 years) | Child Australia | 0437 123 899

Parents & Learning (0-4 years)
For Aboriginal families | Ngala | 99214477

Connected Beginnings (0-5 years)
For Aboriginal families | 0473 839 401

Kindilink (3 & 4 years)
Where everyone in the community is welcome to
play and learn together
Beachlands Primary School | 9923 6900

Mums & Women

Looking After Mums Program (LAMP)
& Women'’s Wellness Centre
Desert Blue Connect | 9964 2742 | Bookings required

Wellbeing Clinic & Maternal Health Services
Geraldton Regional Aboriginal Medical Service
9956 6555 | By appeintment

Mental health support for expecting and new
parents and their supporters
ForWhen Helpline | 1300 24 23 22 | Week days
Perinatal Anxiety & Depression Australia (PANDA)
1300 726 306

Mother Baby Nuture
mbn@ngala.com.au | 9368 9389

MumsSpace
WWW.mumspace.com.au

Social & Emotional Developmental Check for
infants (free overnight stay): Little Minds Matter
Ngala | 9368 9368

Private Perinatal Psychologists
Cobblestone Psychology | 0438 655 936
Bonnie Crosthwaite | 0438 655 936
Psychsense | 9924 6941
Pregnancy to Parenthood (FREE) | 0407 175 016

Other Free Services

Workshops
Bringing Up Great Kids
Bringing Up Great Kids First 1000 Days
Tuning into Kids
Circle of Security Parenting
The Power of Positive Parenting
Ngala | 99214477

Sensory Processing
Attention, Regulation, Concentration
WA Country Health Services | (via CPC) 9921 6814

Protective Behaviours
Desert Blue Connect | 9964 2742

Immunisations
WA Country Health Service | 9956 1985
GRAMS | 9956 6555




TERM PLANNER TERM ONE 2026
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WEEK 6
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STPATRICK'S DAY
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WEEK 7
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MAR

WEEK 8
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MAR
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RECONCILIATION 9.00am Yr 3
RECONCILIATION Yr 4,5,6
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DAY

NEWSLETTER

FACTION SWIMMING
CARNIVAL

RECONCILIATION
RETREAT

ASSEMBLY Yr 1.2 CLASS
PERFORMANCE
MERIT CERTIFICATES
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NCVISSA SWIMMING

3rd SUNDAY OF
LENT

4th SUNDAY OF
LENT

5th SUNDAY OF
LENT

15

22

CARNIVAL
PALM SUNDAY 29
GOOD FRIDAY 3| EASTER 4
SATURDAY

EMERGENCY & SUPPORT PHONE NUMBER

Emergency Services
000

Geraldton Local Police
131 444

Poison Information Centre
131126

Health Direct
1800 022 222

Dial a doctor
1300 030 030

ForWhen - N & Expecting Parents
1300 242 322

Ngala Parenting Line
9368 9368

1800Respect - Sexual Assault

13 Yarn
139276

SMYL
1300 215 391

Life Line - Mental Health
1311 14

Life Line Text - Mental Health
0477 131 114

Beyond Blue - Mental Health
1300 224 636

Here for you - Mental Heaith
1800 437 348

Crisis Care
1800 199 008

Alcohol & Drug Support Line
1800 198024

Parents & Family Drug line
1800 653 203

Family Relationship Advice
1800 050 321

Mensline
1300 789978

SANE
1800 187 263

Rural Link
1800'552 002

Kids Helpline
1800 55 1800

, Pngala-




