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Meeting the Governor of Western Australia

What a wonderful experience it was for Finn, Asha and Liam to meet His Excellency, the Honourable Mr
Chris Dawson, Governor of Western Australia.

Alongside Mrs Tiff Box and Mrs Kristy Teakle our student leaders had the unique opportunity to speak with
the Governor and ask questions about his role. He generously shared insights into the responsibilities and
challenges of his position, his conversations with King Charles, and his extensive career in policing,
including his time as Commissioner of Police in WA.

We look forward to sharing more about this memorable experience. Keep an eye out for an upcoming article
on the CEWA News platform, where our students will reflect on their encounter.

Lunchtime Trial — Supporting Student Wellbeing and Learning
Recently, the School Advisory Council (SAC) and teaching staff met to review our current lunchtime routine.
As aresult of these discussions, we will be trialling a new lunchtime structure designed to better support
student wellbeing and learning.
How it will work:

e 1.00pm: Students finish class and go straight out to play

e 1.20pm: Students return from play, collect their lunch, and eat in the Undercover Area

e 1.30pm: Students return to class for the afternoon session

Why we are making this change:

e To encourage students to eat their full lunch

o To allow students to release energy before settling back into learning

e To ensure any playground matters can be resolved during eating time, rather than carrying into the

classroom

This new approach will be trialled from Week 7 to Week 11 of Term 2. During this time, staff will closely
monitor how it is working and gather feedback before making a decision about whether to continue.
We appreciate your support as we continue to refine our practices to create the best possible learning
environment for our students.

2026 Mid-Year School Reports
The Mid-Year Report will be sent home at the end of this term. The School Curriculum and Standards

Authority (SCSA) guide how schools assess and report on student achievement, requiring teachers to make
holistic, balanced judgements against the End of Year Achievement Standard. This must be reflected as a
single overall grade (A-E) for each learning area.

To support clarity and ease of understanding, we have summarised each of these End of Year Level
Achievement Standards in a simplified dot-point format within the report. As a result, there will be no
written comments for English and Mathematics; instead, the dot points will sit alongside the assigned grade
to provide a clear snapshot of your child’s progress and achievement. We strongly encourage parents to
meet with the teacher before and/or after the report has been sent out.



Itis important to remember that reports are just one part of how schools communicate student learning.
Ongoing, consistent communication between teachers and parents/guardians through Seesaw, meetings,
phone calls, and emails remains essential. This ensures there are no surprises and that your child’s
progress is well understood and supported throughout the year.

Work Health and Safety

The physical and mental health, safety, and wellbeing of all members of the St Mary’s School community is
our highest priority. St Mary’s School is committed to providing and maintaining a safe and supportive
learning and working environment, where risks are minimised and hazards are proactively addressed to
reduce the likelihood of injury or ill health. Clear processes are in place for staff to report maintenance and
safety concerns, and students are encouraged to speak with a trusted staff member if they have any
worries. Parents, carers, and visitors who identify a potential risk are encouraged to contact the School
Office so that matters can be addressed promptly, safely, and with appropriate care.

National Sorry Day and National Reconciliation Week

Next Tuesday is National Sorry Day where we reflect on and acknowledge the history and continued effect
of the forced removal of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people from their families, communities, and
culture. Wednesday 27 marks the beginning of National Reconciliation Week in Australia. This year’s theme
is: ‘All In’. Reconciliation Week is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories, cultures, and
achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia.

National Simultaneous Storytime
Next week, we will participate in the National Simultaneous Storytime. Students in K-2 will listen to a story

with children across Australia. As another fun way to highlight this reading experience, kids are invited to
send in pictures of them reading in their favourite place. These photos can be sent directly to Seesaw.

Celebrating Communio Week at St Mary’s

Next week, the St Mary’s School community will come together to celebrate Communio Week—a special
time dedicated to supporting Catholic-affiliated agencies within the Geraldton Diocese and extending help
to those in need. This initiative is proudly supported by Bishop Michael Morrissey and reflects our shared

commitment to compassion and community. This year’s theme is “Be the Light”, and we invite all families
to join us in the spirit of generosity and service.

Below is the schedule of events for the week:
e Monday: Free Dress Day, Market Day
e Friday: Communio Mass 9.00am

Thank you for your continued support in making Communio Week a meaningful and impactful experience
for our school community.



Good News Story

My Good News Story this week is a ‘Staff Shoutout’ for our hardworking Administration Officer, Mrs Verity
Harriman. Mrs Harriman goes about her work with quiet dedication, ensuring the front office—and often
me—runs smoothly each day. From mouse catcher to ice pack distributor, and everything in between, she
does it all with care and good humour. Vee plays a vital role in creating a school environment that operates
effectively and keeps our students at the centre of all we do. Thank you, Vee, you’re a star!

Take care,
Brett
Term Dates 2026 Pupil Free Days 2026
Term 2 Friday 26 June Staff PD Day
Tues 21 April Commences Monday July 20 Staff PD Day
Fri 03 July Finishes Friday Sept 25 Staff PD Day
Term 3
Tues 21 July Commences BIRTHDAYS
Thurs 24 Sep Finishes - Students 31 May Alice
Term 4 04 June Iszaac
M.on 12 Oct Cpmmences 05 June Tye
Fri 11 Dec Finishes — Students
Public Holidays 2026
Mon June 01 WA Day
Mon Sept 28 King’s Birthday
Fri Dec 25 Christmas Day
Mon Dec 28 Boxing Day Public Holiday
DID YOU KNOW?
Australians consume up
to 60 million fluorescent DID YOU KNOW?
tubes and HID lamps An elephant can
each year smell water up to
5km away @)




MERIT CERTIFICATE RECIPIENTS

Congratulations to the following Merit Certificate Recipients for Term Two, Week Four
Year K.PP Joshua
For being a super-star learner who never gives up. Josh, you tackle every task with
persistence and give your work wonderful attention to detail, especially your colourful
drawings that brighten our classroom. On the mat, you listen carefully and share
interesting ideas about the topics we explore together. This term, you have been
especially excited about our Life and Living Science unit. You are using your new
understandings to notice the wonder and awe in the world around you, especially in
our shared school garden, where your curiosity really shines. Keep discovering, keep
wondering, and keep shining brightly, Josh, you’re going to go far!
Cooper
for showing enthusiasm, persistence, and joy in your learning. Cooper, you embrace
new challenges with a positive attitude, even when tasks are tricky. You listen to
feedback, you work hard to improve, and you do it all with that big, cheeky smile that brightens our classroom. We
celebrate the wonderful friendships you are building with your peers and the growing confidence you show when
sharing at News time. Cooper, you bring a special spark to our room, one we truly treasure. We can’t wait to see even
more fabulous learning from you this term. Way to go, Cooper!
Abigail
We proudly recognise you for your kindness, thoughtfulness, and the care you show to everyone in our class. Abigail,
you make sure all children feel included and love being part of every social moment. You have been working with great
determination in phonics, learning new sounds, mastering sight words, and blending sounds to read and write new
words. Your positive attitude towards learning is wonderful to see. Abigail, your hard work and beautiful heart make
you shine every day. Keep going, the world needs your bright light!
Year 1.2 Aria
For your fantastic effort in working independently on your Spelling, Reading, and
Maths tasks. Well done, Aria! We love seeing your growing confidence and the way
you approach your learning with such enthusiasm and a willingness to try your best.
You have shown beautiful kindness while building friendships, and it has been so
lovely to see you becoming chattier and enjoying conversations with your friends in
the home corner. What a joy to watch! Keep up the amazing effort, we are so proud
of you. Keep shining, Aria! &
Garrylene
For your wonderful efforts and fantastic achievements. Wow, what a superstar you
are! You are such a quiet achiever, always working hard in your calm and thoughtful way, and we are so proud of how
you always try your very best. We have been especially impressed with how you are applying your knowledge to spell
words accurately. It’s amazing to see! Garrylene, can we take a moment to talk about your beautiful manners? You are
always so kind, respectful, and thoughtful, and you get along so beautifully with everyone. You truly are a valued and
much-loved member of our class. We absolutely loved your labelled T-Rex drawing, so creative, so detailed. I think we
have a future artist here! Keep up the fantastic work.
Maria
Oh, what a joy you are to have in our classroom! You absolutely shine with your bubbly personality and bring smiles
wherever you go. Your kindness and empathy for others never go unnoticed; you have such a beautiful, caring heart.
When you read, you truly bring stories to life with your wonderful expression, and I love how you pay such careful
attention to your punctuation. What a superstar reader! And of course... how could we forget your amazing moves.
Please, please don’t stop being our dancing prodigy! We are so lucky to have you. Keep being your fabulous, sparkly
self!
Year 3.4 Amelie
Amelie is a kind, caring and charismatic student who brings a warm, ray-of-sunshine presence to the classroom. She
approaches every task with dedication, always attempting her work to the very best of her ability. Amelie can be relied
upon to complete any task with care and responsibility. She is growing in confidence and is beginning to share her
ideas more openly during group learning. Amelie contributes positively to those around her and shows genuine
kindness each day. She is a pleasure to teach, and her thoughtful attitude and effort make her a valued and respected
member of our class community.



Cayle
Cayle is a funny and engaging student whose humour is appreciated by both his
peers and teachers. He approaches all aspects of his schooling with enthusiasm
and involvement, showing a genuine commitment to his learning. Cayle
demonstrates a keen sense of leadership and willingly uses these skills to
support others and contribute positively to the school community. He asks
thoughtful, well-considered questions during lessons and takes on feedback to
continually improve his understanding. Cayle can be relied upon to give his best
in all tasks. He is a pleasure to teach, and his positive attitude makes him a
valued member of our class.
Mila
Mila is a happy and gentle student who enjoys sharing her stories with familiar teachers, bringing warmth to the
classroom. She is a quiet achiever who works diligently to further develop her learning skills each day. Mila approaches
tasks with care and persistence, showing pride in her efforts and achievements. She enjoys hands-on learning
experiences and actively engages when exploring new ideas. Mila is also thoughtful and kind, often helping around the
classroom and supporting her peers with patience. She takes great pride in assisting others and contributes positively to
our class community. Mila is a pleasure to teach.
Peyton
Peyton is a happy and valued member of the Year 3/4 class who brings a cheerful presence to our learning
environment. She enjoys engaging in craft activities and drawing, often expressing her creativity with enthusiasm and
care. Peyton loves sharing stories about her adventures with familiar teachers, building positive connections in the
classroom. She is becoming increasingly confident when sharing her ideas during whole-group learning and continues
to grow in this area. Peyton presents all of her work in a neat and tidy manner, taking pride in her efforts. She is a
pleasure to teach and contributes positively to our classroom community.
Year 5.6 Liam
Liam has made a fantastic start at our school and should be very proud of how well he
has settled into his new environment. He consistently shows a positive attitude towards
learning, treats others with kindness and respect, and has quickly become a valued
member of our classroom community. I have especially enjoyed reading Liam’s practice
narratives this term. His writing is creative and imaginative, and it has been wonderful
seeing his confidence continue to grow. I have also loved listening to Liams story on
“Marshmallow Kingdom” and seeing the excitement he brings when sharing the things
he enjoys. Congratulations, Liam, and keep up the fantastic work!
Grace
Grace brings a fantastic energy to our classroom each day and always brightens the
room with her enthusiasm and positive attitude. She keeps us all entertained by surprising us with new fidgets every
day, bringing fun and excitement to our class environment. Grace has also been working very hard in Mathematics,
particularly during our lessons on probability and decimals. She has shown great focus, confidence, and persistence
when completing activities and challenging herself with new concepts. It has been wonderful to see her understanding
continue to grow throughout the term. Congratulations, Grace, on your positive attitude and excellent effort. Keep up
the fantastic work and continue sharing your wonderful energy with others!

Principal’s Award: Liam
Plaques were handed out to the Runner’s-Up and Champion’s from our Faction Swimming Carnival and to our two
Spirit Award winners: Scarlett and Alice
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